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‘One or 2 aberrations (like Waze) BMC to extend home

cannot erode faith in police force’ vaccination drive to
K-West ward today

Mumbai Police Commissioner
Hemant Nagrale speaks with
Sagar Rajput on the health issues
among police personnel that was
brought to the fore during the
Covid-19 pandemic, controversies
surrounding his predecessor Param
BirSingh and dismissed API Sachin
Waze, spike in cybercrimes in the
city and sudden transfers in the
crime branch. Edited excerpts

The pandemic has brought to
the fore the health issues that
afflict the police force. What
steps are you planning to take
to ensure that the city has a
healthy police force?

Co-morbidities indeed exist
inour policemen and over the pe-
riod it has been addressed at var-
ious levels. The problem is very
peculiar to the police as we do not
have fixed hours of working,. Six-
seven years ago, a survey was
conducted where it was found
that diabetes, hypertension and
other co-morbidities are quite
common among personnel and
that 60-70 per cent are suffering
from one ailment or another.

To address these health is-
sues, we have recently started a
pilot projectin the east region in
which we selected five police
stations from which 15-20 con-
stables were chosen. All of them
were above 45 and suffering
from obesity, high BP, diabetes or
serious ailments. We have hired
a consultant, Dr Saylee Bhosale,
who is also the daughter of one
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ment. What are the welfare
schemes or relief measures in-
troduced for the families of
these police officials?

As an immediate help, we
have already given Rs 10 lakh
from our police foundation to
each family of the deceased per-
sonnel. This is in addition to the
Rs 50 lakh that members of the
force, who died during the pan-
demic, will be getting from the
state. We are also recruiting a
member from their family on
compassionate grounds.

The incident involving Sachin
Waze and other policemen
have eroded the faith that peo-
ple had in Mumbai Police. As
the head of the force, what steps
are you taking to regain this

where those who do wrong get
booked and those who are doing
good work get appreciated. This
sends a positive signal to the
force and also to the public.

With the cases of extortion that
is being registered against the
police personnel and the for-
mer Commissioner of Police,
who also accused the previous
Home Minister of demanding
Rs 100 crore, do you think cor-
ruptionis a problemwithin the
force and if yes then howdoyou
plan to rectify it?

When such complaints of cor-
ruption are received by us, we di-
rect them to the Anti-Corruption
Bureau. And if the demand is
from someone within the depart-
ment, we take cognizance of that,
we institute an enquiry and pro-
ceed with that. There are several
cases inwhich departmental en-
quiry is being conducted and
those found guilty are being sus-
pended and dismissed.

Former Mumbai police com-
missioner Param Bir Singh has
alleged the FIR registered
against him is a political
vendetta. Is the force working
under political pressure?

I would not like to say any-
thing on the matters that are
pending in court. Moreover, we
work under the ambit of the law
of this land. Nobody pressurizes
us to do anything, nobody asks
for any favour. The police simply

tion that there were many offi-
cers and constables, who have
been serving in the same place
for over 15-18 years. Here CP,
Joint CP and ACP come and go in
two years. What was so special
about these police officials that
they continued working for 18
years in the same place? Also, of-
ficers and constables should get
the opportunity to work in differ-
ent settings, including crime
branch, cyber cell, police stations
and protection and security. The
fact that few people continue to
be in the crime branch for an ex-
tended duration while others do
not getachance to serveinthese
posts does not send the right sig-
nal to the cadre. We have also
drafted a new policy for consta-
bles where they will be given a
choice of posting after every five
years of service.

There has been a steep rise in
the number of cybercrimes and
compared to the cases regis-
tered, the detection and recov-
eryrateis poor,howdoyouplan
to tackle this issue?

Earlier there was only one cy-
ber police station in BKC and this
unit would cover the entire
Mumbai. Subsequently in 2019,
the government sanctioned four
more police stations for each re-
gion, which started operating.
Until now the region’s cyber sta-
tions were working under the
Joint Commissioner of Police (law
and order). But recently an order

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, AUGUST 1

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY vaccinat-
ing bedridden and immobile
persons at home in the K-East
ward, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)is
set to extend the drive from
Monday to the neighbouring K-
West ward to cover Andheri,
Vile Parle (West) and Juhu.

On Monday, the two teams,
each consisting of a doctor and
nurse, will begin the doorstep
vaccination drive from the K-
East ward. Later in the day, the
teams will also administer vac-
cines to beneficiaries in the K-
West ward.

Currently, two teams and an
ambulance from each ward
have been pressed into service
for the drive. A representative
from the ward’s health depart-
ment also accompanies the
team. Depending on the expe-
rience from these wards and the
response from the citizens, BMC
officials said, the drive will be
later extended across the city.
So far, BMC has received details
of 4,488 eligible people for the
home vaccination drive.

Thirty-seven people were
administered Covaxin at their
residence on Friday, the first day

63.10 lakh

TOTAL POSITIVE CASES
INMAHARASHTRA

Active Cases | 78,962
New Cases 6,479
Total Deaths | 1,32,948
New Deaths | 157
Quarantined | 4.67lakh

Vaccination drive at a centre
in Thane’s Rabodi on
Sunday. Deepak Joshi

7,35,112

TOTALPOSITIVE

CASESINMUMBAI

of the initiative when it was
rolled out from the K-East ward
inassociation with NGO Project
Mumbai. The civic body had re-
ceived a total of 209 registra-
tions for the drive from the area.
About 30 citizens from the K-
East ward have confirmed their
vaccination appointment for
Monday, officials said.

The BMC had expressed its
intent to start a home vaccina-
tion drive for senior citizens and
those who are immobile before
the Bombay High Court after a
PIL was filed by two city-based
lawyers, Dhruti Kapadia and
Kunal Tiwari, seeking directions
to the central and state govern-
ments and the BMC to provide

New Cases 331
Total Deaths | 15,899
New Deaths | 10

door-to-door vaccination facil-
ity for people over 75 years of
age, the disabled and the
bedridden.

The draft policy submitted
by the state government to the
high court said that physically
disabled and wheelchair-bound
persons, patients on stretchers,
those immune-compromised
and on chemotherapy and ter-
minally ill patients who cannot
be transported were eligible for
receiving vaccination at home.
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Second time in
a week, Mumbai
inoculates over
1 lakh people
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MUMBAI VACCINATED 1,01,903
people on Saturday. This is the
second time in a week that the
city inoculated over 1 lakh peo-
ple and thrice in two months
thatit has been able to vaccinate
over 1 lakh people in a day.

On Monday, 193 civic and
state-run vaccination centres
will be open. The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)is
awaiting fresh vaccination stock
and depending on the availabil-
ity, Tuesday’s vaccination drive
will be planned.

So far, over 17.71 lakh people
have been inoculated in the city.
On Friday, 1,01,944 people were
vaccinated across 426 centres.

On Saturday, 70,213 people
were vaccinated at the BMC-run
centres while the 113 private
centres across the city gave shots
to 26,459 residents and the re-
maining beneficiaries were in-
oculated in state-run centres.

The civic body had received
1.8 lakh doses earlier this week.
The doses will last till Monday.
The city has been inoculating an
average of 70,000 people per day
over the last few weeks.
However, due to a shortage in
supply, the government and
civic-run centres were closed for
five daysin July.

InJune, 1.54 lakh doses were
administered in a day — the
highest number of jabs given in
aday to date.
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