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THE MUMBAI Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (MMRCL)
hasproposedaropewayconnec-
tivity betweenAarey Stationon
Metro Line 3 and Film City in
Goregaon,withthepossibilityof
extending it to Sanjay Gandhi
NationalPark (SGNP).

The initiative aims to im-
provethelast-mileconnectivity
foroneofMumbai’sbusiestem-
ployment and tourism hubs,
whichcurrentlyhaslimitedpub-
lic transportoptions.

However, an officer from
MMRCL stated on Tuesday that
the project is at the planning
stageandneitherthebudgetnor
thetimelinehasbeenestimated.

“The system could utilise a
mono-cable, bi-cable, or tri-ca-
ble detachable gondola system,
depending on the feasibility
studytobeundertaken,” theof-
ficer said.

The ropeway is expected to
be developed under a Public-
PrivatePartnership(PPP)model
andmay follow aDesign, Build,
Finance, Operate, Transfer (DB-
FOT) framework,headded.

The Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ
Metrocorridor,knownasMetro
Line3,isa33.5-kmunderground
Metro line, of which one phase
is operational and the other
phase is in the process of
construction.

Theplannedropeway isone
of MMRCL’s initiatives to en-
hance transit connectivity be-
tween Metro Line 3 stations
andreachotherwise inaccessi-
ble areas.

The corridor is expected to
stretch approximately 2-3 km,
depending on the final align-
ment, and is projected to trans-
port around 2,000-3,000 pas-
sengers per hour per direction
(PPHPD), according to prelimi-
naryestimates.

Film City, located on the
southern side of Sanjay Gandhi
National Park, draws scores of

workers and tourists every day,
but is poorly served by public
transport.Theneighbourhoodis
mostly jammed with limited
roads and a few last-mile
alternatives.

Officials said that the
plannedropewayisdesignedto
providetransportationwiththe
least environmental distur-

bance. By utilising cable-based
support instead of roads, the
projectwouldminimise the re-
quirement for land acquisition
andsavesensitivegreenareas.

If theprojectproceeds, itwill
be one of the few ropeways in
India functioning as a full-
fledged urban transit system
connected toametrosystem.
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THE ALLEGEDmastermind of
themephedrone (MD)manu-
facturing racket, whose factory
inMysuru wasraidedbypolice,
usedpicturesofshirtsascodefor
communication between its
members,Mumbaipolice said.

The racket operated in two
groupswithoneresponsible for
manufacturing the drugs in
Mysuru, while the other one in
Mumbaiwas involved in distri-
butionof thecontraband.

In April this year, the
Sakinaka police had arrested
three people and seized over 4
kgMD and other rawmaterials
worth Rs 8.04 crore fromVasai
in Palghar. One of the key ac-
cused,SalimImtiyazShaikhalias
Salim Langda, whowas on the
run, was arrested on July 25.
Shaikhhadrevealedthathehad
brought thedrugs fromMysuru
inKarnataka.

Lastweek,theSakinakapolice
raidedthefactory inMysuruand

seizedMephedroneworthRs381
croreandarrestedfourpeople.

During questioning, Shaikh
also revealed the details about
the racket’s functioning.

“The mastermind ensured
that the members of the both
groupsdidnotknoweachother
andmaintained secrecy to re-
duce the risk and coordinated
usingpicturesof theshirts,’’said
aseniorpoliceofficer,whoispart
of theprobe.

Thepolicehavenotrevealed
the nameof themastermind as
he is still at large.

Police said that the supplier
group fromMumbai andmanu-
facturing group from Mysuru
used tomeet in Bengaluru. The
member of one group would
identify a person from theother
groupwiththecolouroftheshirt
theywerewearing, a picture of
which will be shared on their
WhatsAppgroup,theofficersaid.
“Oncetheirshirt’scolourmatched
withthepicturessharedtothem,
themanufacturerhandsoverthe
contraband to the supplier,” the
seniorpoliceofficeradded.

After collecting the contra-
band, theyreturntoMumbaiby
bus, police said, adding that the
contrabandwasthendistributed
throughpeddlers in thecity.

Among the four arrested
from Karnataka, one is from
Mumbai, two are fromGujarat
andone is fromMysore.

Duringfurtherprobe,thepo-
licealsofoundthegangmembers
rentedagodownin Powaiwhere
thesyndicatestoredthenarcotics.
Police also raided and seized 22
kilogramsofMDfromthere.

Godownownerbooked
TheSakinakapoliceregistered

a case against godown owner,
JitendraRajendraSharma,56,for
renting the place to the accused
withoutapoliceverification.

A team from Intelligence
Bureau (IB) also visited the Sak-
inaka police station onMonday
and interrogated the accused to
find out if they have any links
with theunderworld, saidanof-
ficer. Police also suspect that the
factorycouldbeconnectedwith
membersofdruglordSalimDola.

3
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,AUGUST6,2025

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THECITY

MMRC plans ropeway from
Aarey Metro stn to Film City

FESTIVAL SHOPPING
Afamilyshops for festiveclothesatCuffeParade inMumbaionTuesday,aheadofNarali
Purnimafestival.GaneshShirsekar

Accusedusedphotosof
shirts tocommunicate

RS381-CRDRUGSEIZUREFROMMYSURU
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A POWAI-BASED businessman
wasallegedlydupedofRs30lakh
by threemenwho promised to
supplybetelnutstohimataprice
lower than themarket rate, as-
suringhimofhugeprofits.
Powai police said they have

launched amanhunt for three
men, identified as R Gupta,
Manoj Patel, and Mahendra
ShahaliasRamji Samaliya, after
a First Information Report (FIR)
was filedMonday.
“We have registered a case

andareactivelysearchingforthe
accused,” said Senior Inspector
Madhukar Sanap of Airport
PoliceStation.
According to the police, the

complainant, Prakash Shukla,
49, was introduced to one
RamkishanPandey,aresidentof
Thane, by a relative. Pandey, in
turn, introduced him to Gupta,
who claimed to be an exporter
ofbetelnuts.Guptawasaccom-
panied by two associates, Patel
and Samaliya, who were pre-
sentedas fellowexporters from
Gujarat.
“Gupta resides in Navi

Mumbai, while Patel and
Samaliya are based in Gujarat
andfrequentlytraveltoMumbai
forbusiness,”saidapoliceofficer.
ThepolicesaidShukla’s rela-

tive allegedly vouched for the
threemen’scredibility,convinc-
ing him that the transaction
would be highly profitable.
Followingseveralphoneconver-
sations,ameetingwasscheduled

onDecember26atafive-starho-
tel in Vile Parle to create an illu-
sionofcredibility,saidthepolice.
Duringthemeeting, thesus-

pectsofferedtosell26tonsofbe-
telnutatRs250perkg,worthRs
1.30 crore. They demanded an
advanceofRs30lakhincash,as-
suring that the remaining
amountcouldbepaidviacheque
or RTGS after delivery. Shukla
was not carrying cash at the
time, so he arranged the pay-
ment within a few hours, and
handed over Rs 30 lakh to the
suspects later thatevening.
Encouraged by the deal, the

police said, Shukla contacted a
relative in Delhi who also
showed interest in purchasing
60 tons of betel nuts. However,
when Shukla followed upwith

thesuspectsregardingthedeliv-
ery,theyinitiallyassuredthatthe
consignment would be deliv-
eredbyDecember31.
Subsequently, the suspects

stoppedansweringcalls---their
phonenumberswerefirstfound
switched off and later out of
service, according to the com-
plaint. Shukla approached the
AirportPoliceStationafterhere-
alised he had been duped, and
submittedawrittencomplaint.
The police verified the facts

and registered a case against
Guptaandtwoothersundersec-
tions 316(2) (criminal breach of
trust), 318(4) (cheating anddis-
honestlyinducingthedeliveryof
property),and3(5)(commonin-
tention) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS).
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Powai businessman duped of
Rs 30L in betel nut trade scam
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THEMAHARASHTRACabineton
Tuesdaygaveitsapprovalforthe
constructionof a104.8-kilome-
tre high-speed freight corridor
connecting the upcoming
VadhavanPortinPalghardistrict
with Bharvir in Nashik district,
linking it to the
Mumbai–Nagpur Expressway,
officially named the Hindu
Hridaysamrat Balasaheb
Thackeray Maharashtra
SamruddhiMahamarg.
The corridor, proposed as a

strategic infrastructure linkun-
der the state's rapid logistics
expansion plan, is expected to
savenearly79kmin traveldis-
tance and reduce commute
timebetween the port and the
expressway from 4–5 hours to
just 1–1.5 hours. The project
will be developed by the
Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC). The Cabinet has ap-
proved a total outlay of Rs
2,528.90 crore, including a Rs
1,500 crore loan from HUDCO
(Housing and Urban
Development Corporation).
Thecorridor is tobecompleted
within three years.
Currently, cargo from

Vadhavan must travel via the
Vadodara–MumbaiExpressway,
covering around 183.48 km to
reach the Samruddhi corridor
via Bharvir–Amne. With the
new expressway, the distance

will be reduced to 104.898 km,
saving78.582km,officials said.
Theproposedexpresswaywill

passthroughDahanu,Vikramgad,
Jawhar andMokhada in Palghar
district, andTrimbakeshwar and
Igatpuri inNashik district, offer-
ingadirect, fast-moving logistics
linkbetween the state’swestern
coast and central and eastern
Maharashtra.
The Vadhavan

TransshipmentPort,beingdevel-
opedundertheSagarmalainitia-
tivebyVadhavanPortProjectLtd,
isexpectedtoserveasamajorin-
ternational cargo hub. To com-
plement this, the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) is currentlyconstructing
a 32-kmhighway from the port
toTawaonNationalHighway48,
which will integrate into the
larger freightcorridor.
Atpresent,heavycargovehi-

cles must take a longer detour
fromBharvir–Amnetoreachthe
Vadodara–MumbaiExpressway,
resulting in additional travel of
nearly 82km. Thenewcorridor
isexpectedtoeliminatethisinef-
ficiency, enhancing fuel savings
andturnaroundtimesforgoods
transport.
Officials said the corridor is

beingplannedwith future traf-
fic volumes in mind. With an-
ticipated high-volume freight
movement from Vadhavan
Port, particularly toward
Vidarbha, Marathwada, and
North Maharashtra, the ex-
pressway will play a vital role
indecongestingexistingroutes
and facilitating regional eco-
nomic development.
“The expresswaywill bene-

fit awide range of stakeholders
—fromlargeandmedium-scale
industries to agricultural pro-
cessing units, educational insti-
tutions, and IT parks in Palghar
andNashik. Itwill alsohelp im-
provemarketaccessandgener-
ate local employment,” an
MSRDCofficial said.
The Cabinet meeting was

chairedbyDeputyChiefMinister
DevendraFadnavis,whoisover-
seeingmajor infrastructure and
connectivity initiatives in
thestate.
Officials noted that thenew

corridor will function as a key
logisticsbackbone,enablingaf-
fordable, fast, and efficient
cargo transport from India’s
western maritime gateway to
its heartland.
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A SPECIALcourtinMumbaiper-
mittedSurajChavan,acloseaide
of Sena UBT leader Aaditya
Thackerayandanaccused in the
khichdiscam,totraveltoDelhifor
“discharging important official
and legal duties” in connection
withthefunctioningoftheparty.
ThecourtallowedChavanto

travel to Delhi for 20 days this
month, after furnishing an itin-
erarytotheinvestigationofficer
of theEnforcementDirectorate,
which had arrested him in
January 2024. Chavan was
grantedbailinFebruarythisyear
byBombayHighCourt.
“The applicant (Chavan)

wanted to travel toDelhi for dis-
chargingimportantofficialandle-
galduties inconnectionwiththe
functioning of Shiv Sena (UBT)
andtorepresentthepartybefore
theElectionCommissionof India
and to consult Senior Legal
Counsels in relation to thepend-
ingproceedingbeforetheHon'ble
SupremeCourtconcerningintra-
party disputes and to attend the
partymeetingwith the elected
Members of Parliament belong-
ing to Shiv Sena (UBT) at New

Delhi.He is ready toobey theor-
dersof theCourt," thecourt said,
referringtoChavan'splea.
His lawyersalsohadsubmit-

ted that the right to travel is an
aspect of fundamental right
guaranteed by the Constitution,
andthatthereisnothingtoshow
that he had previouslymisused
the libertygrantedtohim.
"Considering the nature of

application and purpose of
travel,coupledwiththefactthat
itwill take time for trial to com-
mence, theapplicant is entitled
to travel on certain conditions,"
thecourtsaidintheorderpassed
lastweek.
Hewasdirected topayade-

positofRs1lakhassecurityand
to informtheEDonhis return.
Chavanwas arrested by the

EDallegingirregularitiesinwork
orders issued by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) to supply
khichditomigrantworkersdur-
ing theCovid-19pandemic.

KHICHDISCAMCABINETNODTORS2,528-CROREPROJECT

104-kmfreightcorridor to
connectVadhavanPortwith
Mumbai-Nagpurexpressway

Thecorridorisexpectedto
reducecommutetime
betweentheportandthe
expresswayfrom4-5hoursto
just1–1.5hours.File

SurajChavan
isaclose
aideof
Aaditya
Thackeray

Court allows accused
to travel to Delhi for
‘official, legal duties’

Studentswiththeclay idolsof LordGaneshtheymadeduringaworkshoporganisedata
school inThaneonTuesday. Deepak Joshi

FOR AN ECO-FRIENDLY FESTIVAL



REGISTERED OFFICE: “Block no. A/1003, West Gate, Near
YMCAClub, Sur No. 835/1+3, S. G. Highway, Makarba, Ahmed-
abad-380051 Gujarat”
CORPORATE OFFICE: 1st Floor, Wakefield House, Sprott
Road, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400038
EMAIL: info@cfmarac.in; CONTACT: 022-40055282

CFM ASSET RECONSTRUCTION PRIVATE LIMITED

CIN: U67100GJ2015PTC083994

AUCTION/SALE POSTPONEMENT NOTICE IN THE ACCOUNT OF RADIUS
SUMER DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED (CFMARC TRUST 140)

Kindly refer to Auction/Sale notice published in “Navshakti”, “Free Press Journal”, and “Indian Express”
on 24.04.2025 for physical auction of scheduled property being - All that piece and parcel of land
admeasuring 38,881.58 sq. mtrs. (46,502 sq. yards) or thereabouts, bearing Cadastral Survey No.
525 of Mazagaon situated at Reay Road and at Junction of Reay Road and Mathar Pakhadi Road,
Mazagaon, in the Island and Registration Sub - District of Bombay (said "Land") with excluded com-
ponents, the detailed description of which is mentioned in the Sale/Auction Notice dated 24.04.2025,
which was earlier postponed from 24.05.2025 to 24.06.2025, thereafter, from 24.06.2025 to
10.07.2025, further, from 10.07.2025 to 29.07.2025 and from 29.07.2025 to 06.08.2025. Kindly
note that the Auction of the scheduled property has been again postponed from 06.08.2025 to
19.08.2025, at 11 am to 12 pm. The last date of bid submission is 18.08.2025 till 1 pm. Interested
Bidders shall visit the website of CFMAsset Reconstruction Pvt Ltd to view the sale notice and the
terms conditions for submitting their Bids. Please note that all terms and conditions of the
Auction/Sale Notice dated 24.04.2025 shall remain unchanged as published in the newspapers
“Navshakti”, “Free Press Journal”, and “Indian Express” on 24.04.2025. The other terms and
conditions of the Sale Notice, as published on the website
(https://www.cfmarc.in/_files/ugd/0a42a4_66ba7bd7b94d473988896e0ba197be61.pdf) of CFM
Asset Reconstruction Private Limited, shall also continue to remain same. Interested bidders are
made aware that in addition to the modes of payment mentioned in the sale notice the EMD amount
and the sale amount can be deposited through cheque also.
Date: 06.08.2025 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place: Mumbai, Maharashtra CFM Asset Reconstruction Private Limited

(Acting in its capacity as a trustee of CFMARC Trust -140)
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IN A significant policy shift
aimedatboostingprivateinvest-
ment, modernising state trans-
port infrastructure, and finan-
ciallyrevivingthecash-strapped
the Maharashtra State Road
TransportCorporation(MSRTC),
theMaharashtra state Cabinet
onTuesdayapprovedaleaseex-
tension for land owned by
MSRTC from 60 years to 98
years,whichistobeexecutedin
twophasesof 49yearseach.
The Cabinet meeting was

chaired by Chief Minister
DevendraFadnavis.
The MSRTC —which oper-

ates a fleet of around 14,000

buses, serves approximately 55
lakh passengers daily and em-
ploysnearly90,000personnel—
has in recent years facedmulti-
plechallengesincludingmount-
ing financial losses, an ageing
fleet, employee agitations and
declining ridership.
Therevisedleaseframework,

applicable to surplus MSRTC
land—primarily located at bus
depots in cities across the state
—isaimedatmakingpublic-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) projects
more financially viable and at-
tractive toprivatedevelopers.
Under the newmodel, the

lease will be granted for 49
years and can be renewed for
another 49 years, subject to
compliance with government
normsandpoliciesprevailingat

the timeof renewal.
Officials said themove isex-

pectedtofacilitatethecommer-
cial development of bus termi-
nals and depots across
Maharashtra, improve passen-
ger amenities and increase the
corporation’snon-fare revenue.
This decision builds on a

Cabinet resolution passed on
September 23, 2024,whichhad
allowedMSRTC to lease 39 land
parcelsacrossthestateonaBuild,
OperateandTransfer(BOT)basis
fora60-yearperiod,upfromthe
earlier30-yearterm.Thatpolicy
allowed developers to utilise
available floor space index (FSI)
for commercial and residential
purposes, reserving 0.5 FSI for
MSRTC’sowninfrastructure.The
state had also offered a 50 per

centexemptioninrevenueshar-
ing and authorised MSRTC to
managethetenderingandselec-
tionprocess independently.
Despite the relaxed terms,

officials admitted that private
sector interest remained tepid.
In the last twodecades, only45
BOT-based projects were suc-
cessfully implemented.A2006
attempt to launch similar proj-
ects at 13 depots received a re-
sponse only for Panvel and
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
(Aurangabad), primarilydue to
limitations imposed by the
leaseperiod.
"One of the major hurdles

was the 30-year lease model,
whichmade these projects fi-
nanciallyunviable.Eventhe60-
year term introduced in 2024

failed to attract the scale of in-
vestmentwehadanticipated,”a
seniorTransportDepartmentof-
ficial said.
Thenew98-yearleasemodel

is based on recommendations
from an expert committee,
which found that most public
bodiesoffer99-yearleaseterms
—more compatiblewith infra-
structure financingmodels.The
committee also noted that
longer tenures could help
MSRTCearn1.5 to2 timesmore
asupfrontpremiums.
Actingonthese findings, the

MSRTCboardproposedthenew
49+49yearleasemodel,withre-
newalcontingentonadherence
topolicyconditions.TheCabinet
has now formally approved the
proposal.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST5

ASPECIAL court sentenced to15years in jail a
SouthAfricannational,whowasarrestedwith
3.98kgof heroinat theMumbaiairport.
Thecourtalso imposeda fineofRs1.5 lakh

onthe30-year-oldman,whohadclaimedthat
hewassenttoIndiawithapromisetobegiven
anopportunity for football trials.
ThecourtonAugust1foundMapomaJoseph

LemaoguiltyundersectionsoftheNarcoticDrugs
andPsychotropic SubstancesAct,1985.
The court, however, acquitted another ac-

cused, RamadhaniMusa, whowas alleged to
be thepersonassigned to receive thedelivery
of thedrugs, citing lackof evidence.
The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) had

claimed that it had received information that
a person travelling by flight of Ethiopian
Airlines at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
InternationalAirport,onApril12,2022,would
becarryingcontrabandinhischeck-inbaggage.
TheNCB had claimed thatwhile conduct-

ing an inspection of a red trolley bag that the
accused was carrying, it was found that the
flapsofbothsidesofthebagweremodifiedand
coveredwithcottoncloth.
Whentheywerecutopen,twoplasticpackets

were found, hidden on both sides. The NCB
claimed that thepacketshadacream-coloured
powder substance and thedrug testing kit re-
vealedittobeheroin.
The accused’s lawyer had said that there

was no proof that the bag belonged to him as
there was no proof that he had picked it up
fromtheconveyorbeltandthatitwaspossible
thatitwas“planted”onhimbytherealculprit.
Thelawyeralsosubmittedthattheaccusedhad
travelled from Johannesburg to Addis Ababa
and fromAddisAbaba toMumbai andhisbag
would have gone through a strict check but
nothingwas found.
"...thebagwashavingabaggagetagwhichis

mandatorytobeaffixedonthebaggageandon
the boarding pass. The baggage tag affixed on
thebagwashavingdetailswiththenameofthe
accused the flight by which he travelled. In
those... therearedetailsof accusedNo.1.Under
suchcircumstances,theallegationsofplanting
thebaggageorfoistingthebagupontheaccused
are not certainly acceptable,” the court said. It
alsodidnotaccepttheaccused'scontentionthat
properprocedureforsearch,seizureandanaly-
sisof thedrugwasnot followed.

STATE FILM AWARDS NIGHT
ChiefMinisterDevendraFadnavis,DeputyCMAjitPawar,CulturalAffairsMinisterAshish
ShelarandothersattheMaharashtraStateFilmAwardsfunctioninMumbaionTuesday.
VeteranghazalsingerBhimraoPanchalewasconferredwiththeprestigiousLataMangeshkar
AwardforExcellenceinMusicfor2025,whilefilmmakerandactorMaheshManjrekar
receivedtheChitrapatiVShantaramLifetimeAchievementAwardfor2024.Aspecial
commemorativepublicationtitled ‘Hirak-Smruti’wasreleasedatthefunction.AkashPatil

Mumbai:TheMaharashtragovernmenthasap-
pointed senior IAS officer Dr Ashwini Joshi as
the new general manager (GM) of the
Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport
(BEST) undertaking, following the retirement
of thepreviousGM,SVRSrinivas.
A 2006-batch IAS officer of the

Maharashtracadre,Dr. JoshiwillholdtheGM
postasanadditionalchargeuntilaregularap-
pointment ismade.Overhercareer, Joshihas
servedasadditionalmunicipalcommissioner,
BMC, Thane district collector and commis-
sioner of State Excise. ENS

Lease forMSRTC land extended to 98 yrs from 60
PUSHFORPVT INVESTMENT

South African
man held with
heroin at airport
gets 15 yrs in jail

Dr Ashwini Joshi is
BEST general manager
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BJP MLC Parinay Phuke on
Tuesday apologised for his con-
troversial remarks inwhich he
had termed himself the "father
ofShivSena"inBhandaradistrict.
Phuke claimed that his re-

marksweremisinterpretedand
thathedidn't intendtohurt the
sentiments of alliance partner
ShivSena."Ididnotintendtosay
what has been reported. My
statement has been twisted. If
my remarks have hurt the feel-
ings of Shiv Sena office-bearers
andworkers, I sincerely apolo-
gise,"Phukesaidinastatement.
Theapologycamedaysafter

Phuke,whileaddressingagath-
ering of BJP workers following

cooperative sector elections in
Bhandara, said he was the "fa-
therofShivSena"inthedistrict,
triggering sharp reactions from
the Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena. Shiv Sena had de-
manded that Phuke retract his
commentsandapologise,warn-
ing of a "Shiv Sena style" re-
sponse if he failed todo so.
"Therehasbeenamisunder-

standing due to my remarks
duringtheBJPgathering. Inever
meant to offend our alliance
partner. Iexpressheartfeltregret
if my words have caused any
hurt,"he stated. ShivSenamin-
isters Uday Samant and Sanjay
Shirsat had earlier criticised
Phuke's statement, calling it in-
appropriate. Shirsat said, "The
only father of Shiv Sena is
BalasahebThackeray."

‘Father of Sena’: BJP
MLCPhuke apologises,
says his remarks twisted


