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AMID A yellow alert, the city
reeledunderhotandhumidcon-
ditions onMonday as themaxi-
mumtemperaturesoaredto36.2
degrees Celsius.While a yellow
warning will remain until
Wednesday,theweatherbureau
hasforecastacoolerweekahead
as temperatures are likely to dip
upto33degreesbyApril12.

On Monday, the IMD's
Santacruz observatory recorded
amaximumtemperatureof36.2
degrees,which is three degrees
above the normal, while the
Colaba coastal observatory
logged highs of up to 33.6 de-
grees. Inwhat left the city grap-

plingwithhumidity, the record-
ing stations also logged above
normal relative humidity levels
ofover80percentduringthepe-
riod. Its neighbouring pockets
likeThane,meanwhile,recorded
38degreesMondayafternoon.

Thecurrentspikeintempera-
tures has come at a timewhen
several regions in the country as
well asMaharashtra are experi-
encingscorchingtemperaturesof
over40degrees.OnMonday,data
furnished by the IMDMumbai
showed that Jalgaon was the
warmestcityoftheregionat42.5
degrees, followed by Parbhani
which registered 42.1 degrees,
Solapur at 42 degrees, Beed at
41.9 degrees while Malegaon
recorded 41.6 degrees and Pune
logged40.2degrees.

Indicating that the uncom-
fortable spell of weather is here
to stay, the IMDhas issuedayel-
lowalert of hot andhumid con-
ditions in the city between
Tuesday and Wednesday in
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar and
Raigad. The IMDhas stated the
maximumtemperatures areex-
pected to rise over the next four
days, followedbyagradualdrop
of2to3degreesthereafteracross
Konkan.Theweatherbureauhas
forecast highs ranging between
36 degrees to 37 degrees until
Wednesday at least, whichwill
later dropup to 33degrees after
April12(Saturday).

Weatherexpertshaveattrib-
utedthecurrentriseintempera-
tures to the influx of dry,warm
easterlywinds.
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THE BIRHANMUMBAI
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
onMonday launched a first of
its kind air-conditioned study
centre for under-privileged
children in Colaba.

Developed by BMC with
CSR fundings, the facility is
equipped with benches and
drinking water facility, which
can accommodate nearly 30
children at a time.

Located near the Badhwar
Park main signal, the centre
seeks toprovide respite to stu-
dents from underprivileged
families from the scorching
heat, by offering them a space
to study during summers and
prepare for their exams.

The centre is proposed to

remain open from 11 am to
6.30 pm, enabling children
fromnearby slums to avail the
facility.

According to Makarand
Narwekar, former corporator
from Colaba, the project was
undertaken as the existing
study centre at Captain
PrakashPetheMargwas indire
need for an upliftment.

Narwekar said that plans
are afoot to develop similar
centres across the city.

“This centre will benefit
hundreds of students who
come there to study from the
neighbouring slums like Shiv
ShaktiNagar,Mahatma Jyotiba
PhuleNagar,Garib JantaNagar,
Steel Godown etc,” said
Narwekar, adding, “It’s ex-
pected that this centre
will get good response from
students.”
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ATHREE-YEAR-OLDgirlwaskilledafterbeingrunover
by a Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport
(BEST)businBorivalionMonday.

The driver has been arrested by the Kasturba
Margpolicestationunderchargesforcausingdeath
bynegligence.Thegirl,MehakKhatunShaikh, is the
daughterofalabourerwholivesnearRajendraNagar
inBorivali.

According to police, the accident took place at
RajendraNagaronMondayafternoonwhentheBEST
busof routeA-301washeading towardsMagathane
DepotfromBorivaliStation(East).

Mehek’sfive-year-oldbrotherwastakinghertothe
othersideoftheroadwhentheincidentoccurred.Her
brotherissafe,thepolicesaid.“Shecameunderthefront
wheels of thebusandsustained severehead injuries.
ShewasrushedtoShatabdiHospitalinKandivali,where
shewasdeclareddead,”saidaBESTofficial.

Accordingtotheofficial,therewasnoconductorin
thebuswhenthe48-year-olddriver,PrakashDigambar
Kamble,was operating it. Kamble has been arrested
under relevant sections of theBhartiyaNyay Sanhita
(BNS)forcausingdeathbynegligence.

Itwas awet-leaseBESTbusoperatedby theDaga
Group.BESTofficialsarereviewingwhethersafetypro-
tocolswerefollowedandif anylapsesoccurredinop-
eratingthebuswithoutaconductor.

PRATIPACHARYA
MUMBAI, APRIL7

THE MUMBAI Water Tankers
Association (MWTA) has
warned of suspending its serv-
ices starting April 10 in protest
against the civic body’s notices
toprivateringwellandborewell
owners, asking them to stop
supplyingwater to tankers and
obtain a fresh licence from the
CentralGroundWaterAuthority
(CGWA).

In their notices, the civic au-
thorities also maintained that
underground wells were be-
coming hotspots for mosquito
breeding. The suspension of
servicesmayleadtoawatercri-
sis as 1,800-2,000 tanker own-
ers in theMaharashtra capital
areaffiliatedwithMWTA.

“We are not calling for any
strike, butwe are forced to stop
ourtrade.TheBMChassaidthat
if thewell owners don’t take an
NOC (No-Objection Certificate)
fromCGWA, then legislativeac-
tion will be taken against us.
Now FIRs are being registered
againstourmenfornothavinga
new NOC,” Ankur Sharma,
spokesperson,MWTA, told The
IndianExpress.

“The CGWAhas no office in
Mumbai. They are based in
Delhi, and theydon’t returnour
telephonecalls.There’snoscope
of dialogue for us,” Sharma
added.

According to CGWA guide-
lines, a licencewould be issued
to awell owner only if thewell
is situatedona landparcel hav-
ing a minimum size of 200
squaremetres. The new guide-
linesalsomakeitmandatoryfor
every well operator to set up a
flow meter for recording the
flowofwater, amongothers.

Waterfromtankersisusedin
residentialsocietiesaswellasin
ongoing infrastructure works
like thecoastal road,metro, and
bullettrainprojects.Thewateris
also used for other important
purposes like cleaning railway
coaches and maintenance of
publicroads,lawns,andgardens,
amongothers.

In2023,thecityreeledunder
awater crisis afterMWTAwent
ona five-daystrike. TheBrihan-
mumbaiMunicipalCorporation
(BMC) supplies 3,850 million
litre per day (MLD) of water
againstademandof4,200MLD.

Tankers continue tobeakey
sourceofwaterinthecity,espe-
cially in informal settlements.

Watersupply
maybehit as
tankerswon’t
ply fromApril 10

AshadehasbeenerectedonGokhaleRoadonanexperimentalbasis toproviderelief to
commuterswhilewaitingat thesignal.Deepak Joshi

Air-conditioned study
centre launched for
underprivileged kids

Citizens battle heat, humidity; IMD
says cooler weekend likely at 330C

3-yr-old girl dies as BEST
bus runs over her in
Borivali, driver arrested
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ASTHEstate-widePeriodicAsse-
ssmentTest(PAT)isscheduledto
start onTuesday, questionpaper
ofClass9Marathi(firstlanguage)
whichisscheduledforApril8was
seentobeavailableonlineonApril
7,alongwithanswers,onaYouTube
channel. TheMaharashtra State
Council forEducationalResearch
andTraining(SCERT),whichcon-
ductsPAT,isintheprocessofregis-
teringanFIRagainst theYouTube
channelforthepaper-leak.

But SCERT confirmed that
the examwill continue as per
schedulewiththesamequestion
paperas it isnot feasiblenowto
replace the question papers
whichhavealreadybeenreached
inschoolsacross thestate.

Teachers, however, have
highlighted that PATpaper leak
is not limited toClass 9Marathi
paper as few other PAT papers
are also seen available online.

According to SCERT, they are
nowlookingforotherpaperstoo
afterknowingaboutsuchclaims.

Confirmingthepaper-leak,di-
rector of SCERTRahulRekhawar
said,“Yes,papersofPATexamina-
tionofClass9arebeingshownon
someYouTube channels.Weare
registering FIR against themand
toclosethemdownwiththehelp
of the police department.
Examination will not be can-
celled.”Whenaskedifadifferent
questionpaperwill nowbe sent
toschools,Rekhawarsaidthatpa-
per cannot be changed now.
Furtherurgingsocialmediausers
tonotindulgeinsuchactsforTRP,
RekhawarhighlightedthatSCERT
withhelpfrompolicewillinvesti-
gate how the YouTube channel
obtainedthequestionpaper.

Thestate-widePATexamsare
conductedforstudentsinclasses
1to9,withthegoalof standard-
isedassessments,particularlyin
government-run and aided
schools.Introducedlastyear,the
exams include common ques-

tion papers for subjects like
English, Mathematics, and
Marathi, provided by the
Maharashtra SCERT. These pa-
persareconductedasapartoffi-
nalexamsof schools.Whilestu-
dentsreceiveregularresultsfrom
theirschools, theirperformance
in these subjects is reported to
SCERT,which assesses learning
outcomes and recommends in-
terventionswherenecessary.

The PAT exams aremarred
with controversy this year. First
cause was the common time-
table (April 8 to 25) which
markedasignificantchangefrom
establishedpractice of conclud-
ing finalexamsbymid-April.

Schools raised alarm citing
concernsthat itwillaffect timely
resultswhicharetypicallyoutby
May1andthenparentsstartcom-
plaining that this changewill in-
terferewiththeirsummerplans.

Mahendra Ganpule, former
vicepresidentoftheMaharashtra
School Principals’ Association,
said, “The SCERT has failed to

maintain confidentiality around
PATpapers. Therehavebeen re-
ports that therewas discretion
during transportation of PAT
questionpapers. It isunfortunate
thattheevaluationofstudentson
leaked question paperswill not
help in gauging actual learning
outcomes,whichisthebasicpur-
poseofconductingPAT.”
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LAZER RUBBER (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED
CIN: U22199MH2023PTC401814

Regd. Ofce: Flat No-303, Gokhiware Vasai RD E, Gokhiware,
Thane, Vasai - 401208

Email ID: Stephen.raj@lazerrubber.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that a special Resolution under Section 12
of the Companies Act, 2013 and Rule 28 of Companies (Incorporation)
Rule 2014 with respect to shifting of the Registered Ofce of the
Company from Flat No-303, Gokhiware Vasai RD E, Gokhiware,
Thane, Vasai - 401208 to Gat No. 134/2, M No. 1417, Mahalunge
Road, Khed Pune-410501 Maharashtra.” has been passed by the
members of the Company in the Extra Ordinary General Meeting held
on 13th March, 2025 at the Registered Ofce of the Company

An application is proposed to be made to the Honorable Regional
Director, Western Region, Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 5th Floor,
100, Everest, Marine Drives, Mumbai–400002 for his conrmation
for shifting the Registered Ofce from Mumbai to Pune as stated above.
On conrmation from the Honorable Regional Director the
Registered Ofce of the Company will be shifted from Mumbai to
Pune as stated above.
Any member or creditor of the Company or any other person whose
interest is likely to be affected by the proposed shifting may submit his
objection(s) to the Company at its Registered Ofce as stated above
and to the Honorable Regional Director, Western Region, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, 5th Floor, 100, Everest, Marine Drives, Mumbai –
400002 within a period of 21 days of publication of this Notice.

mentioned above.

For and on Behalf of,
LAZER RUBBER (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITE

Sd/- STEPHEN LAZER NADAR

Date: 08th April 2025
Place: Thane

DIRECTOR
DIN: 10137191
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AN89-YEAR-OLDwoman pas-
senger died onboard an IndiGo
flight fromMumbai toVaranasi,
which thenmadeanemergency
landing at Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar's Chikalthana
AirportSunday.

The incident took place on-
board IndiGo flight 6E-5028,
whichdepartedfromMumbaion
April 6. The elderly passenger,
identified as Sushila Devi from
MirzapurinUttarPradesh,started
feelingunwellduringthejourney.

According to the airline offi-
cials, as her condition deterio-

rated, the crewdeclared amed-
icalemergencyandsoughtprior-
ity landingat thenearestairport.
TheaircraftlandedatChhatrapati
Sambhajinagararound10pm.

As the plane landed, emer-
gencyresponseteamandmedical
staffattheairporthurriedtocheck
the passenger. But Sushila Devi
was founddeadby the time she
wasbeingtakenawayforfurther
medicaltreatment.

Inastatement, IndiGostated,
"Flight 6E-5028, flying from
MumbaitoVaranasi,wasdiverted
to Aurangabad (Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar)onApril6,asare-
sult of amedical emergencyon-
board.Inspiteofimmediatemed-
icalcare,thepassenger'scondition

did not get better andwas pro-
nounceddeadonboard."

Followingtheincident,thelo-
calMIDCCIDCOpolicestationwas
notified,andformalitieswerecon-
ductedattheairport.Thebodyof
the deceasedwas taken to the
GovernmentMedicalCollegeand
Hospital, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, forpost-mortem
anddocumentation.Havingcom-
pleted all legal formalities, the
flight then continued on to
Varanasi.

Theairline furthersaid, “We
adhered to all standard proce-
dures for safe operating prac-
tices to protect the health and
safetyofallpassengersandstaff
onboard."

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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INAsignificantdevelopment,Dr
SushrutGhaisas,aconsultinggy-
naecologist, steppeddown from
his position at Deenanath
MangeshkarHospital.Thehospi-
talhasbeen in theeyeof astorm
since TanishaBhise,whowas in
herseventhmonthofpregnancy,
was allegedly denied admission
duetothenon-paymentofaRs10
lakhdeposit.Bhiselatergavebirth
to twins at Surya Hospitals in
Wakad,andduetocomplications
was shifted toManipalHospital
where she succumbed to irre-
versiblebraininjury.

At a media conference, Dr
DhananjayKelkar,medicaldirec-
tor of Deenanath Mangeshkar
Hospital, saidthattherehasbeen
risingangerandprotestsoverthe
unfortunateepisode.

DrKelkarreadouttheresigna-
tionletterthatsaidDrGhaisaswas
under tremendousmental pres-
sureduetopublicoutrage,threats

andcriticism.“DrGhaisasinhislet-
terhas stated thathewasunable
tofocusonhisworkandwaswor-
riedthatallthiswouldimpacthis
ability to treatotherpatients,”Dr
Kelkarsaid.Accordingtotheletter,
DrGhaisaswasalsoworriedabout
thesafetyofhisfamily.

DrKelkar,whowasaccompa-
niedbyseniordoctors, including
DrGhaisas,saidthattheadminis-
tration has forwarded the resig-
nationtothehospitaltrusteesand

thatthelatterwouldcompletehis
scheduledsurgeriesandworkby
Thursday. Tanisha Bhise is the
wife of Sushant Bhisewho is a
personal secretary of BJPMLC
Amit Gorkhe. Bhise's family
members had claimed that Dr
Ghaisas sought a deposit ahead
of thepatient's admission to the
hospital. After her death, there
were several protests at
DeenanathMangeshkarhospital
and members of the BJP's

women'swingallegedlystormed
intotheclinicrunbyDrGhaisas’s
mother inKothrudlastweek.

Dr Kelkar said that commit-
teeswere conducting their in-
quiryandtheadministrationhas
responded.“Anadvanceddeposit
isgenerallyaskedincaseswhere
the hospitalisation cost that
wouldbeincurredwouldbemore
thanRs5orRs 10 lakhor above.
However,when I received a call
fromthepatient's relatives, I told
themtopaywhattheycouldand
they would manage the costs
later. Thepatientwasnotdenied
admission,”DrKelkarsaidandde-
nied that the pregnantwoman
hadbeenpreppedforaC-section
andwas keptwaiting. DrKelkar
saidhisstaffwasoverworkedand
thehospitalplanstotrainthemto
communicateappropriatelywith
patientsandtheirrelatives.

Kelkar and his colleagues
ended thepress conference and
walkedoutwhentheywereasked
about details regarding calls be-
tween thepatient's relatives and
theadministration.

CM: Will bring policy
for employment of
challenged persons

Question paper leaked but SCERT says
PAT exam to continue as per schedule

Nagpur:Anelderlymandrownedwhilefishingatthe
KochidaminSaoner tehsilofNagpurdistrict,police
saidonMonday.

Officialsof theKhapapolicestationsaidtheman,
SattarAleemSheikh,aresidentofHingna, lefthome
inacar inthemorningonSundaytofishat thedam,
locatedaround40kmfromNagpurcity.

When the elderly man didn't return home by
evening, his family searched for him and found his
slippersandcarnear thedam. It appearshe slipped
and fell into thedamanddrowned, theysaid. PTI
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CHIEFMINISTERDevendraFadnavisonMondaydi-
rected the officials to formulate a newpolicy to en-
sure employment for personswith disabilities and
also start a new scheme on the lines of Ladki Bahin
Yojana for themin thestate.

TheCMalsodirectedofficialstoprepareaspecial
housing scheme called Gharkul Scheme to provide
therightfulsheltertopersonswithdisabilities.Under
the scheme, thegovernmentwill help thebenefici-
arieswhodonothave their own landwith thenec-
essary landtobuildahouse.

“They are bornwith disabilities or due to some
reason have to facemany difficulties in their lives.
Theyhave to findawaytoexcel in their lifebyover-
comingtheirdisabilities.Newschemesandpolicies
shouldbeformulatedtobringprosperityinthelifeof
such disabled brothers," Fadnavis saidwhile giving
instructions to implement these policies and
schemeseffectively.

The Chief Minister was speaking at a review
meetingorganizedatSahyadriGuestHouseregard-
ingvariousproblemsof thedisabledbrothers.

TheCMalso said that a 'district divyangbhavan'
willbesetuptoensuresuchpersonsgetall facilities
underoneroof.

Just like theMukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
scheme, financial aid received through Special
Assistance Schemewill be credited throughDirect
Benefit Transfer (DBT), Fadnavis said.

“The state government is trying tomake it eas-
ier for thedisabledbrothers in thestate togetben-
efits, and the financial assistance of the disabled
brotherswill bedepositeddirectly in thebank ac-
counts of the beneficiaries as per the Ladki Bahin
Scheme.Thegovernment isalsopositiveabout in-
creasing the financial assistance of the disabled
beneficiariesandispositiveaboutempoweringthe
disabled and improving their quality of life,” a
statement said.

THREATENINGCALLS,SOCIALMEDIABACKLASH 89-year-old woman dies, flight makes
emergency landing at Sambhajinagar

Man drowns in dam while
fishing in Nagpur district

DrDhananjayKelkar,medicaldirectorofDeenanath
MangeshkarHospital, said that therehasbeenrisinganger
andincreasingprotestsover theunfortunateepisode. Express
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AN INDIGO flight from Jaipur to
Mumbailandedunderfull-scale
emergency conditions at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
InternationalAirport(CSMIA)on
Monday evening after a bomb
threat notewas foundonboard,
officials said.

Accordingtoofficials,flight6E
5324fromJaipurarrivedsafelyat
Mumbaiairportaround8.50pm
aftertheauthoritiesannounceda
fullemergencyat8.43pm.

Abomb threatmessagewas
discoveredinoneofthetoiletsof
the planewhile it wasmid-air.
Aspartofstandardsafetyproce-
dure,thecrewpromptlynotified
theair trafficcontrol,andemer-
gencyprocedureswereinitiated.

After landing, the planewas
taken to a secluded bay and
checkedbybombdisposalteams
andCISFofficials.No suspicious
object was found, according to
sources.

“As a precaution, full emer-
gencywas declared atMumbai
Airport at 2043 hrs. The flight
landedsafelyat2050hrs.Airport
operations remain unaffected.
CSMIA is actively coordinating
with the airline and security
agencies. The safety of passen-
gers and staff remains our top
priority,” said a CSMIA
spokesperson.

Emergency at
Mumbai airport
for flight from
Jaipur following
bomb threat

Gynaecologist resigns fromPune
hospital afterwoman’sdeath

Accordingtoofficials,
flight6E5324from
Jaipurarrivedsafelyat
Mumbaiairport
around8.50pm
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THE SUPREME Court Monday
pulleduptheUttarPradeshpolice
forfilingcriminalchargesinwhat
itsaidwasprimarilyacivildispute
for allegedly not returning `25
lakhborrowedfromaperson.

The topcourt said therewas
a trend of converting civil mat-
ters into criminal cases in the
state and termed it a “break-
downof the ruleof law”.

TheSupremeCourtwashear-
ing an appeal challenging the
AllahabadHigh Court decision
dismissing the plea to quash an
FIRagainstpetitionersDebuSingh
andDeepakSinghwhoarefacing

chargesofcriminalbreachoftrust,
criminal intimidation and con-
spiracy. “This is wrong what is
happening in UP... Day in and
day out, civil matters are being
convertedintocriminal...This is
an absolute breakdown of the
ruleof law,”Chief Justiceof India
SanjivKhanna, presidingover a
three-judgebench, said.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Sanjay Kumar and K V
Viswanathan, said thiswas con-
trary to itsMay2024direction in
thecaseofSharifAhmedvsState
of Uttar Pradesh,wherein it laid
down that the investigatingoffi-
cer must ensure that the
chargesheet contains clear and
complete entries of all columns,
so that the court can clearly un-

derstandwhich crimehas been
committedbywhichaccusedand
what is the material evidence
availableonthefile.

“Theordertakingcognizance,
the summoningorder aswell as
the chargesheet filed are clearly
contrary to thedecision inSharif
AhmedandothersVsstateofUP.
Inviewof this,wewouldrequire
theDirectorGeneral of Police of
Uttar Pradesh as well as the
Station House Officer/
InvestigationOfficerof thepolice
stationtofileanaffidavitshowing
compliancewith the directions
giveninthejudgment,”thebench
saidintheorder.

Thebenchdirectedthattheaf-
fidavitbefiledwithintwoweeks
andorderedthat“theproceedings

in trial courtwill remain stayed
againstallaccused”.“Proceedings
under Section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act,
whicharenot thesubjectmatter
of thepresentpetition,shallcon-
tinue,”saidthetopcourtbench.

Aspertheprosecution,thepe-
titioners’ father, Baljeet Singh,
who had a scrap business, had
borrowed`25 lakh fromDeepak
Behl.Baljeetrefusedtoreturnthe
moneyatthepromisedtime,and
whenBehldemandeditback,the
formerallegedlythreatenedBehl
thatheandhissonswould“burn
himalive”.

Appearingforthefather-son
duo, advocate Chand Qureshi
submitted that the Allahabad
HighCourtdismissed theirplea

to quash the FIR, saying it dis-
closedcommissioningofcogniz-
able offence, and, therefore, the
prayercouldnotbeentertained.

The CJI said, “Something
strange is happeningday in and
dayoutinUttarPradesh.Lawyers
haveforgottenthereissomecivil
jurisdictionalso.”

TheCJIremarkedorallythatthe
courtis“goingtohaulup,probably
initiate contempt proceedings
againsttheIO.Iamgoingtoaskthe
DGP to initiatedisciplinarypro-
ceedings. This iswrong. It (direc-
tions inSharifAhmedcase)hasto
besimplyenforced.”Thebenchor-
deredtheDGPandtheIOtofileaf-
fidavitsexplainingtheprocessand
whether the directions in the
SharifAhmadcasewerefollowed.

SC raps UP cops: ‘Absolute breakdown of rule of law’
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AMID A spurt in transborder
movement ofmilitants over the
past fewmonths, UnionHome
MinisterAmitShahMondaysaid
thatthegovernmentisdeploying
anelectronicsurveillancesystem
along itsborderwithPakistan to
facilitatesecurityforcestogather
informationaboutactivitiesfrom
theenemy’sside,anddetectand
dismantle cross-border tunnels
tothwart infiltrations.

Shah visited the BSF’s for-
ward “Vinay Post’’ situated
along the International Border
in J&K’s Hiranagar sector of
Kathua district to assess the
groundsituation.

AddressingBSFpersonnel,he
said that “wewant to install an
electronic surveillance system,
having twomodels, along the
borders’’. “...if anything happens
(from the enemy side), youwill
beabletorespondimmediately,”
hesaid.“Andatthesametime,to
identify and dismantle under-
groundtunnels,technicalmeans
wouldbeputinplace,”headded.

He said thatwork in this di-
rectionwillbecompletedonthe
India-Pakistanborder inthreeto
four years. “Thereafter, thiswill
be installed on the borderwith
Bangladesh,’’headded.

Shahsaidmany tech innova-
tionshavebeenputtouseforde-
tectinganddestroyingthecross-
border tunnels. The use of such

technology innovations have
beenseenhereaswell,headded.

Shahcommended thededi-
cation anddevotionof BSFper-
sonnel in safeguarding the
country’s frontiers throughout
theyear.

Underlining that it has al-
ways been a top priority of the
Central government to support
the BSF, he said that whatever
plans are provided, the PM
NarendraModi-ledgovernment
will always be ready to imple-
ment them. “Currently, 26 ex-
periments are underway and
withinthenextyear,wewilldef-
initely arrive at a decision that
will provide many benefits to
you,’’ he told thepersonnel.

At the border outpost, Shah
held a high-levelmeeting to as-
sess the ground situation, in
whichL-GGovernorManojSinha
andUnionMinister Dr Jitendra

Singhwerepresent.Themeeting
was also attended by BSF DG
DaljitSinghChaudhary, J&KDGP
Nalin Prabhat, JammuFrontier’s
IG BSF, Shashan Anand, and IG
PoliceforJammuzone,BhimSen
Tuti,amongothers.

Later during the day, Shah
handedoverappointmentletters
tothefamilymembersof10 po-
lice personnel and an engineer
whowerekilledfightingmilitants
inKathuadistrict.

The IBhasbecomeactive fol-
lowing spurt in transborder
movement ofmilitants over the
pastfewmonths.OnMarch27,in
a day-long encounter, security
forceskilled twomilitants,how-
everthreeothersescapedtaking
cover of thick foliage and dark-
ness at night. Four policemen
were also killedwhenmilitants
takingadvantageoftheirposition
onahilltopopenedfireonthem.

VISITS INTERNATIONALBORDER

E-surveillance system
along Pak border to
curb infiltrations: Shah

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahata forwardpostofBSF
alongIndia-Pakistanborder, inKathuadistrict,Monday. PTI

MANOJCG
AHMEDABAD,APRIL7

CONGRESS LEADERS from across the
countrywillconvergeinAhmedabadin
Gujarat–astatewhichithasnotwonin
three long decades – and brainstorm
over the party’s immediate political
courseoverthenexttwodays.Thehope
istoshedthelistlessnessandgloomthat
has engulfed the party after back-to-
back Assembly poll routs, which fol-
lowedaself-declaredandself-projected
LSelectionhigh.

Congress has been out of power in
Gujarat since 1995–SoniaGandhiwas
yettoenterpoliticsthen.Thelasttimean
AICCsessionwasheldinGujaratwasover
six decades ago, in 1961, in Bhavnagar.
Therewill bemore symbolismat play.
TheextendedWorkingCommitteemeet-
ing,onTuesday,willbeheldattheSardar
PatelMemorialwhileAICCwillmeetthe
nextdayon thebanksof the Sabarmati
river between Sabarmati Ashramand
KochrabAshram.

Leaderafterleaderisexpectedtoun-
derlinethatwhileBJPmaybelayingclaim
to Patel’s legacy, it was the latterwho
bannedtheRSS–itsideologicalfountain-
head – following the assassination of
MahatmaGandhi. Themessage is that
CongressisresolvingtotakeonBJPfrom
thelandofMahatmaandtheSardar.

Incidentally, four months ago,
Congressheldameetingof itsWorking
Committee inBelagavi, coincidingwith
the100thanniversaryofaCongressses-
sion held there presided over by
MahatmaGandhi.Thatmeetingtoowas
meant to remind itself and the country
about themilestones in the Congress’s
longhistoryandits leadrole inthefree-
dommovement–unliketheBJP.

Butallthissymbolismnotwithstand-
ing, thebestthatpartyfunctionariesare
expecting is a reassurance fromthe top
leadership that the Congress is on the
rightcourse,andsomehintaboutaction
inthepresent,particularly thenarrative
to adopt against the BJP. Party leaders
have been talking in private about the
needtochoosebattlesthatresonatewith
thepublic insteadof opposinganything
andeverythingthatthegovernmentand
PMNarendraModi say anddo. There is
also hope the sessionmay shed some

lightonINDIAbloc,whichisthreatening
to become a flash in the pan after the
brightLSpollstart.

At the same time, there is a resigna-
tion that theirwait for clarity on both
these key issuesmaynot end anytime
soon. AnAICC session’s large andopen
formatishardlytherightplatformtodis-
cussorganisationalreforms.And,evenif
thepartychosetogothere, leadershave
thedisappointingexperienceofthe2022
Udaipurmeetingbehind them.Most of
whatthepartyresolvedsoastorevitalize
theorganisationatthatmeetingliesfor-
gottenthreeyearshence.

SomeoftheUdaipurresolutionswere
ambitious—setting a limit of five years
ontermstogivenewpeopleanopportu-
nity,implementingtheprinciplesof“one
person, onepost” and “one family, one
ticket”,andreservinghalfofthepositions
inallcommittees,fromtheCWCtoblock
andmandallevel,tothosebelowtheage
of50. Noneofthishasbeenmet,though
someconsidertherecentmeetingofthe
leadership with District Congress
Committeemembers fromacross the
countryasagoodfirststep.

Buteventhelow-hangingfruitshave
remainedoutof reach. Suchas thedec-
larationtocreatethreenewdepartments
at the national level – a Public Insight
Department to gauge themood of the
peoplecontinuously,aNationalTraining
Institute, and an AICC Election
ManagementDepartmenttoensurepre-
parednesswell inadvanceforpolls.

Interestingly, Congress president
MallikarjunKhargehaddeclared2025

astheyearoforganisationalempower-
ment for theparty.

Sincethepartyhasn’tdonethework,
a leader said, it remains clueless about
what is the alternativemodel it is offer-
ing to thepeople compared toBJP. “We
can’t be against everything,weneed to
beforsomething.Butwhatisthatsome-
thingneeds tobeexplainedand should
beconvincing,”theleadersaid.Headded
thatthehopeisthatsomesortofavision
will be laidout at theAhmedabadAICC
session. “Otherwise, it ismeaningless.
What is our story?What is our direc-
tion?”

Sources said the resolutions being
plannedwilladdresscurrentchallenges
and topics such as inflation, paucity of
jobs, the state of the economy, issues of
farmers,socialjustice,foreignpolicy,“at-
tackson theConstitution” and religious
divisions and challenges. Randeep
Surjewala,theheadofthedraftingcom-
mittee, isexpectedtopresentaworking
sheettotheCWCTuesday,whichwillde-
cidewhether tohave anomnibus reso-
lutionorseparateonesissuewise.

Asper another leader, they are rec-
onciledtonotmuchchanging.“Mostof
the leaders believe nothing extraordi-
narywill come out of the session. The
Assemblyelectiondefeatshaveinjected
a sense of despondency. Sowewill all
be together again, there will be
speeches, even rousing ones, resolu-
tions to fight theBJP/RSS,”hesaid.

At the same time, he added: “It is
betterthannothing.Itmayatbestboost
thesaggingmoraleof theparty.”

From Gujarat, Cong will signal its
golden past: Eyes on AICC meet

Aheadof theCongressevent inAhmedabadonMonday. BhupendraRana
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MARIAM DHAWALE gave a
measuredresponsewhenasked
if her elevation to the CPI(M)
Politburo,during the24thParty
Congress thatwasheld inTamil
Nadu’sMadurai and concluded
onSunday,wouldbringabout a
difference in the party. “As a
woman leader, I, andothers like
me,bringinthegenderperspec-
tive very strongly in the party
and itsactivities,” shesaid.

Sitting next to her, her hus-
bandandfellowPolitburomem-
ber Ashok Dhawale said, “She
was the first woman state
(Maharashtra)generalsecretary
of the Students’ Federation of
India (SFI) in thecountry.”

The Dhawales are the new
couple in the newly elected
Politburo of the CPI(M), at the

cuspofmakingitbigtogetheras
they always have through their
activist and marital life. They
have made it to the Politburo
evenasanothercoupleandlong-
standing leaders of the party,
Prakash and Brinda Karat,
stepped down because of the
75-year age cut-off introduced
during the Party Congress in
Kannur, Kerala, three years ear-
lier. The Karats, however, will
continue to remain associated
withthepartyasspecialinvitees
to theCentralCommittee.

Apractisingphysicianwithan
MBBSdegree,AshokDhawale,71,
started his activist life in 1978
withtheSFIwhenhewaspursu-
ing amaster’s degree inpolitical
science at the University of
Mumbai (Bombay University
backthen).From1981to1989,he
servedasthegeneralsecretaryof
the SFI’sMaharashtra unit and
then national vice president.

MariamBootwala joined the SFI
whenshewasstudyinginWilson
College,Mumbai,in1979.The64-
year-oldwas the SFI’s state gen-
eral secretary and all-India vice
presidentfrom1988to1994.

“Thebaseofourrelationship
was activism and then came
love,” Ashok told The Indian
Express. AddedMariam, “Yes,

we knew that the party mat-
teredthemosttousandwebuilt
our livesaround it.”

While Ashokwent on to be-
come the national president of
All IndiaKisanSabha(AIKS), the
farmers’ wing of the CPI(M) in
2017, Mariamwas elected the
national general secretaryof All
India Democratic Women’s
Association (AIDWA) in 2016.
Theystill hold these twoposts.

Ashok,whogotelectedtothe
Politburo in 2022, andMariam
gotmarriedin1994atapartyof-
fice inwhatboth referred toas a
“simpleceremony—aregistered
marriage”. “I was born aHindu
andshewasbornaMuslim.So,in
that sense, ourswas an inter-re-
ligiousmarriage. But, emulating
Bhagat Singh,we are both athe-
ists now,” said Ashok. Mariam
pointed out that they did not
comefromorthodoxfamilies,but
their familieswere interested in

religion being a part of their
lives.“Butwemade it clear that
wewouldn’tstandforit,”shesaid.

In the Politburo, each one is
on their own, the couple said. “I
am sure therewill be some co-
ordination between us. But we
have our independent views. It
will not have amaterial differ-
ence,” saidAshok.

Like they ledmarches inde-
pendent of each other during
their student days, theywould
beapartofthePolitburoascom-
rades, Mariam said. Having a
partnerwhounderstands one’s
passions and activism really
matters,accordingtoher.“There
aretimeswhenItravelforalong
time, and then he travels for a
longtime.Butevenif it'skhichdi
at home, wemanage without
any qualms,”Mariam said. Her
advice to women is to always
look for compatibility when
choosing their lifepartner.

‘Comrades for life’: Meet the new couple in
CPM Politburo, Mariam and Ashok Dhawale

MariamandAshokDhawale
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ADAYafterthevideoofawomanbeing
molestedinBengaluruwentviralonso-
cial media, Home Minister G
Parameshwara called it an “isolated in-
cident” and said “such incidents take
placeonce inawhile in suchabig city”,
kickingupafurorewiththeBJPdemand-
ing thatCongress leadersRahulGandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra seek

Parameshwara’sresignation.
Parameshwara said that hewas in

touch with Bengaluru City Police
Commissionerandaskedhimtobecare-
fulandensuresuchincidentsdon’trecur.

“Beats should be more effective,
monitoring should be done and there
must be regular patrolling, we tell
everyday.But,whensuchisolatedinci-
dentshappen,itattractspeople’satten-
tion,”he said,maintaining that thepo-
licewereworkingcontinuouslytokeep
thecitypeaceful.“Butsuchincidentsdo

take place once in awhile in suchabig
city,,”hesaid.

BJPnational spokespersonShehzad
PoonawallaallegedthatParameshwara
is a “serial offender”. He said, “Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
should seek resignation fromGParam-
eshwara.”Poonawallacitedseveralcases
of crimesagainstwomen, includingthe
gangrapeofanIsraelitourist,totargetthe
state government and said several
Congress leaders havemade suchpro-
vocativestatements. WITHPTIINPUTS

Karnataka Home Minister on molestation
video: ‘Such incidents happen in big city’


