
MANOJMORE
PUNE, JUNE10

EVENASNCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar on Tuesday reiterated
therewasnoneedtocallaspecial
session of Parliament to discuss
Operation Sindoor, his daughter
and BaramatiMP Supriya Sule
saidduringherrecentvisittofor-
eign countries tobrief their gov-
ernments about India’smilitary
operation,shefoundthatpeople
in thosecountries still fondly re-
member Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and
IndiraGandhi.
“WhenIledthedelegationof

ourcountrytofourforeigncoun-
tries, the first thingpeople there
toldmewasthatyoucomefrom
thecountryofMahatmaGandhi...
They said PanditNehruhad vis-
itedtheircountryandtheystillre-
member his speeches. Calling
Indira Gandhi an iron lady, they
askedme to tell usmore about
her,”Sulesaidinherspeechatthe
NCP’s 26th foundationday cele-
bration at Balgandharva
Rangmandir inPune.
Sule said people in those

countries also spoke about
PrimeMinister NarendraModi.
“Theywere all praise for Prime
Minister Modi,” she said. “The
entire delegation had the same
experience in countries like
Ethoipia,Egypt,SouthAfricaand
Qatar,”shesaid,addingIndiahas
tomoveforwardwithMahatma
Gandhi’s ideology.
Sule said shewas fortunate

tohaveledthecountry’sdelega-
tion to four foreigncountries.
In his speech, Pawar reiter-

ated therewas noneed to call a
special Parliament session on
OperationSindoorasdemanded
bytheoppositionparties,saying
therewasneedforsecrecyinde-
fencematters. “When it comes
to national interest, we should
keepallourdifferencesasideand
remainwith the nation,” Pawar
said.“Whichevergovernmentis
inpowerinthecountry,theNCP
will back it on national issues,”
Sule said.
SuleslammedtheHagawane

family for the death of their
daughter-in-lawoverdowryde-
mand. “I cannot believe the
Hagawane family can stoop so
low. An educated family forces
theirdaughter-in-lawtoendher
life for dowry. What is wrong
with Maharashtra? Is this the
Maharashtra thatwedreamof?
Thesituationisverydisturbing...
Isn’t it our responsibility asNCP
to make Maharashtra dowry-
free. Arewe hankering only for
power? Let us start a campaign
against all social evils. Let us go
around in Maharashtra. If the
kingismovingaroundinaplane,
howwill he know the plight of
thepeople,” shesaid.
She said the NCP came to

powerwithin sixmonths of its
formation. “After that it re-
mained inpower for18years.
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Central University of Punjab
Established vide Act No. 25 (2009) of Parliament

NAAC Accredited A+ Grade University
Featured among top 100 Universities of India in NIRF Rankings consecutively for the

last Six Years; 83rd Rank in NIRF 2024 (University Category)
Advt. No: CUPB/Advt./25-26/004 Dated: 09/06/2025

Notice for Admissions in Certificate/PG Diploma Courses-2025
Online applications are invited from the eligible candidates for admission to the
following Certificate/PG Diploma Courses for the Academic Session 2025-26.

Course Jointly Offered by Central University of Punjab and
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Bathinda

Joint PG Diploma in
‘AI in Digital Imaging and Health Care Data’

Course Jointly Offered by Central University of Punjab and
M.R.S. Punjab Technical University, Bathinda

Joint PG Diploma in
‘Intellectual Property Rights’

Courses Offered exclusively by Central University of Punjab
PG Diploma in Hindi Translation Certificate Programme in French
Diploma in Vedic Mathematics Certificate Programme in Punjabi

Translation
PG Diploma in Data Sciences for Bio-
informatics

Certificate Programme in Neural
Networks and Deep Learning

PG Diploma in Geo-informatics
In Collaboration with Punjab Remote
Sensing Centre (PRSC) Ludhiana

Certificate Course in Computational
Linguistics

New Course: Certificate Course on Ambedkar Thought and Leadership
For Detailed prospectus and online application, please visit University Website:
https://cup.edu.in/cup_student-corner.php/admissions.php/admission%202025-26
Last date to apply: 26th June, 2025 Controller of Examinations
VPO Ghudda, Dist. Bathinda, Punjab -151401; E-mail: admissionscup@cup.edu.in

GUJARAT ENERGY TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED

Sardar PatelVidyut Bhavan, Race Course,Vadodara – 390 007
GETCO:www.getcogujarat.com https:www.nprocure.com

Tender Notice No.CE (P&C):TN-05: 2025-26
[A] Procurement: E-3041, 3048; (1) 22kV to 400kV Bus Post Insulators with clamp Connector & w/o
structure for year 2025-26 as per specification on firm price basis. (2) Purchase of Tower Material &
Substation Structure Material as per specification against Tender no. CE (P&C)/I/E-3048/ Tower &
StructureMaterial/ 2025-26 for the year 2025-26.
[B] Civil: CE(P&C)/Contracts/Civil-504: - (1) Construction of Control Room Building, Foundations,
CableTrench, C'Wall, RCCRoad & other misc civil works at 66 KV Barumal S/S,Ta.Dharampur & Dist.
- Valsad under Navsari Circle. Above Tenders are available on website- www.getcogujarat.com (for
view and download only) & tender.nprocure.com (For view, download and online submission).
Note:Bidders are requested to be in touch with our website till opening of theTender.
11/06/2025 Chief Engineer (Procurement & Contracts)

Registrar
SIDHUWAL CAMPUS, BHADSON ROAD, PATIALA-147 006 Tel.: 0175-2391200

0175-2391600 Website: www.rgnul.ac.in, email: info@rgnul.ac.in

APPOINTMENTS
Ad. No. RGNUL/52/2025 dated 09.06.2025

The applications are invited to fill up the following post (s) on Regular/
Contract basis. Details of qualifications, pay scale, application form and
other instructions are available on the University Website
www.rgnul.ac.in:

1. Security Supervisor (Contract basis) One
2. Steno Typist (Regular Basis) One

Walk-in-Interview
1. Gym Trainer cum Gym Care Taker One

(Contract basis)
(Note: Date & Time of Walk-in-Interview will be intimated in
due course i.e. after 30.06.2025)

The last date to receive complete application form is on or before
30.06.2025.

In foreign countries,
people still fondly
remember Gandhi,
Nehru & Indira: Sule
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NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEWDELHI, JUNE10

IN Amove that aligns with the
Centre’s push to fast-track hy-
dropowerprojectsintheNorth-
East,theEnvironmentMinistry’s
Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC) has granted in-principle
forest clearance to the 3,097-
MWEtalinhydelproject,which
involves diversion of 1,175
hectaresofforestlandandfelling
of around 2.78 lakh trees in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Dibang
Valley and has long been at the
centreof protests.

The Etalin project is among
the largest proposed hy-
dropower projects in India in
termsof generationcapacity.

The approval comes despite
the same FAC raising biodiver-
sity and wildlife concerns in
2022, when it had rejected the
proposal and directed the state
toconductfreshbiodiversityand
cumulativeimpactassessments
for theDibangriverbasin.

This time, however, the FAC
grantedapprovalbasedonexist-
ing studies, overlooking its own
recommendations made in
December2022.

The projectwill be a run-of-
the-riverone,whichdoesnotin-
volvestorage,andisproposedto
be constructed onDri river and
Talo river, the local name for
Dibang, in the state’s biodiverse
Dibangvalley.

The appraisal of the project
has been underway since 2014
and the FAChaddiscussed it six
timesbetween2015and2022.

TheFACnotedthepastdelib-
erationsheldwiththestategov-
ernment, regional office of the
EnvironmentMinistry and said
it had examined ecological, so-
cial and economic aspects and
issues related towildlife aswell
as the project’s cumulative im-
pact.

It said that the submissions
madebythestateforestdepart-
ment on these concerns were
found satisfactory and hence, it
recommendedgrantof in-prin-
cipleapproval,subjecttogeneral,
standardandspecificconditions.

The forest area of over 1,000
hectaresrequiredfortheproject
ismostlycommunityforest,and
ithasfacedcontinuedresistance
from the IduMishmi commu-
nity. The area is home to tigers,
leopards, snow leopards, black
bears,alpinemuskdeer,Mishmi
takin, and about 680 bird
species.

The FAC had rejected the
project in December 2022 pri-
marilyontwogrounds.One,the
projectwasoriginallysubmitted
in 2014 and FAC said it was im-
perative to review the facts and
figurespresented,especially re-
garding tree felling. Secondly,
owing to the biodiversity and
wildlife protection concerns
raised, a sub-committee of the
FAC had recommended further
assessmentsandsafeguards.

This included a multi-sea-
sonal replicate biodiversity
study,aswasalreadydirectedby
FAC in 2017, and a cumulative
impactassessment,sincemulti-
ple hydroelectric projects are
planned in Dibang valley. A

wildlife conservation plan, in-
steadofamulti-seasonbiodiver-
sitystudy,wascarriedoutbythe
Wildlife Institute of India and
submitted in 2019. However,
sinceitwascarriedoutover just
fourmonths, the FAC sub-com-
mitteehad insistedon themul-
tiple-season study again in
December2022.

TheWIIstudywasalsoheav-
ily panned by 29 independent
Indianconservationistsinapeer-
reviewed paper for inaccurate
wildlife documentation, scien-
tific deficiencies among other
things.Specifically,theWIIstudy
hadreportedaspeciesofAfrican
bat and long-tailed house bat,
not found in India.

Minutesof theFAC’s26May
meeting as well as documents
submitted to the Centre show
that theFACreliedontheexist-
ingWII study, aswell as theex-
isting cumulative impact as-
sessment.

“Ithasbeenfoundthatthere
isnochangeinthebaselinecon-
ditionsintheareasincethesub-
missionofthewildlifeconserva-
tionplan.Therefore,thewildlife
conservation plan is applicable
in present circumstances.
However,thecostoftheplanhas
been revised,” the Arunachal
Pradeshforestdepartmentsub-
mittedtotheFAC, inresponseto
theCentre’s queries on applica-
bilityof theWIIstudyinpresent
circumstances.

Senior officials of the
EnvironmentMinistry,who are
part of the FAC, didnot respond
to queries regarding the ration-
ale behind recommending for-

est approval, in the absence of
freshstudies.

Regarding the multi-sea-
sonal biodiversity study, the
state government submitted to
the FAC that, “WII in its report
has mentioned that they have
conducted field surveys with
sampling replicates covering
multipleseasons.”However,the
minutesdidnotexpandfurther.
On cumulative impact assess-
ments and carrying capacity
studies for the Dibang river
basin, the FAC noted that they
have completed in the past and
all hydroelectric projects were
plannedtakingintoaccountthe
recommendations.

Inthespecificconditionslaid
down, the FAC has directed the
stategovernmenttoconstitutea
committeeofregionalconserva-
torof forests,divisionalforestof-
ficer anda representativeof the
developertooverseeimplemen-
tation of wildlifemanagement
plan. Ithasalsosaidthatecolog-
ical flowsshouldbemaintained
as per the carrying capacity
studyof the riverbasin.

The Etalin project was ear-
lier being executed through a
joint venture of Jindal Power
LimitedandArunachalgovern-
ment’s Hydro Power
Development Corporation
called Etalin Hydro Electric
Power Company Ltd (EHEPCL).
In2023,Satluj JalVidyutNigam
took control of Etalin and four
other projects after signing an
agreementwith the Arunachal
government. In fact, the WII
study prepared earlier was
fundedbyEHEPCL.

Forest panel grants clearance
for Arunachal hydel project

JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHI, JUNE10

ASOFFICIALSinJaipurandDelhi
ditheredoverimplementingthe
recommendationsofthetechni-
cal committee formed last
month after the second human
death in Ranthambhore since
April, an yet-to-be-identified
tiger killed a 70-year-old
chowkidarofatempleinsidethe
tiger reserveonMonday.

Inlessthanthreemonths,the
threefatalattacksonhumanstook
placewithina radiusof less than
500metresinsideRanthambhore.

Following the first two fatal
attacks—oneonApril16bysub-
adulttigressKankatiandanother
onMay11byKankatiandherun-
namedmalesibling—atechnical
committeeconstitutedtoexam-
ine the issue concluded that the
three sub-adult cubs of tigress
Arrowhead, on live bait support
sinceJuly2023,havebecomeha-
bituatedtopeopleandshouldbe
shiftedfromRanthambhore.

OnMay14,Kankatiwasspot-
ted in amillet field outside the
tiger reserve where the forest
stafftranquilisedher.Oncetheti-
gresswasplacedinanenclosure
in Ranthambhore’s Talda, no-
bodywasinahurrytoactonthe
technical committee’s recom-
mendationforher twosiblings.

EarlyMonday, Radheshyam
Mali, a chowkidar of the Jain
Mandir, located close to the
Ganesh temple inside the
Ranthamborefort,wenttorelieve
himself outside the guard post
when two other chowkidars
heardhim scream. Later, a team
offoreststaff followedthetrailof
bloodandrecoveredMali’s“par-

tially eaten” body 30-40metres
fromthespotofattack.

Of the six sub-adult tigers
thatfrequenttheJogiMahaland
Ranthambhore fort areas, three
born to tigress Riddhi were re-
portedly spotted somedistance
away near PadamTalao around
the timeof the incident.

WithtigressKankatiinanen-
closure,hertwosiblings,partic-
ularlythemalethatwasinvolved
in the second fatal attack with
Kankati, are the prime suspects
for the latestattack.

While Ranthambhore field
director K R Anoop declined
comment, a senior official said
that the authorities should not
havedelayedimplementingthe
technical committee’s advice to
shift the three sub-adult cubs
outsideRanthambhore.

“Itisunderstandablethatthe
decisionsonwherealltosendthe
tigersandwhethertokeepthem
in enclosures in the new loca-
tionscantaketime.ButKankati’s
two siblings should have been

tranquilisedandplacedwithher
in the enclosure in
Ranthambhore.Instead,wecon-
tinuedtoplaywithfire,”hesaid.

OnMonday, hours after the
third death, the National Tiger
ConservationAuthority (NTCA),
with the Union Minister’s ap-
proval, cleared the proposal to
shift the three tigers from
Ranthambhore. But a go-ahead
fromtheEnvironmentMinistryis
stillawaited,saidRajasthanChief
WildlifeWardenShikhaMehra.

Consider the timeline:
APRIL 16: Tigress Kankati

kills 7-year-old Kartik Suman,
who came to visit the Ganesh
temple.
MAY 11: Kankati and her

male sibling kill Range Officer
DevendraSingh.
MAY13:As per the NTCA's

SOP, a technical committee is
formedinRanthambhorewithlo-
cal, state andcentral representa-
tivestosuggestthewayforward.
MAY17:Thecommitteesub-

mits its report to the state gov-
ernment,recommendingthatti-
gress Arrowhead’s three sub-
adultcubsshouldbeshiftedout
of Ranthambhore.

The recommendation was
backed by three key observa-
tions:

■ Arrowhead’s three cubs
approachpeoplewithout fear;

■Theyareweakandvulner-
able to other sub-adult cubs
looking to eke out territories in
thearea

■Theyarearisktoforeststaff
and visitors because they roam
around Jogimahal, the fort and
thepilgrimroutes
MAY21:Rajasthansendsthe

committee's report to theNTCA
forapproval.
MAY30:Therecommenda-

tion is cleared at the 13th
TechnicalCommitteemeetingof
the NTCA and sent for the
Environment Minister’s ap-
proval.
JUNE9: Third fatal attack in

Ranthambhorearound5am.
When contacted, NTCA

member-secretary Govid Sagar
Bhardwaj said “the Authority
clearedit(therecommendation)
as soon as possible”. The
EnvironmentMinistry's clear-
ance is awaited from the ADG
(Forests)RameshKumarPandey,
whodidnotrespondtoarequest
for comment.

A former NTCA official cau-
tionedagainst“toomuchbureau-
cracy”when“promptfieldaction”
isrequired:“TheWildlifeActstip-
ulates that the Centre’s nod is
needed to shift tigers.When the
NTCA, a central agency, issues a
clearancewiththeminister’snod,
doweneed another layer of ap-
provalfromtheministry?”

Threeattacks in less thanthreemonths. File

THIRDRANTHAMBHOREDEATH

No decision yet on committee’s
advice to shift three ‘raised’ tigers

OVERLOOKINGOWNCONCERNS INPAST

DAYSAFTER INAUGURATIONOFRAIL LINKFROMVALLEYTOJAMMU

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JUNE10

THE PRESIDENT of Jammu and
Kashmir’s rulingNational Conference,
FarooqAbdullah,welledupwithemo-
tionashecameoutoftheSrinagar-Katra
VandeBharattrainonTuesday,andsaid
thathisdreamof seeingKashmir con-
nectedwiththerestof Indiaviarailhas
cometrue.

“I am very happy today to see a
dream, forwhich I havewaitedmany
years, comingtrue,”hesaid,withtears
inhiseyes,afterdisembarkingatKatra.

“I cannot explain howmuchmy
heartisoverwhelmedwithjoythatmy
eyesarefilledwithtearsonseeingthat
thedayIhavebeenwaitingforforyears
hascometrue,”Abdullahsaid.

Accompanied by his grandsons,
Zamir andZahir, the former J&K chief
minister reachedKatra en route to the
Vaishnodevi shrine inTrikutaHills.He
expressedhopethatwiththeraillinkto
Srinagar, pilgrims coming for darshan
at theVaishnodevi shrinewould also
traveltoKashmirinlargenumbersand
visit theAmarnathshrine in theSouth
KashmirHimalayas. He said the train
would not only provide connectivity,
butboost loveandfriendshipbetween
thetworegionsofJammuandKashmir.

PointingoutthatAmarnathpilgrims

could come toKashmir on the train in
largenumbers,hesaid,“Ourpeoplecan
alsocomfortablytraveltootherpartsof
thecountryinit.ThepeopleofKashmir
will benefit from it as their fruit and
otherproducewill reachotherpartsof
thecountryinashorttime.”

Wearingacapandblacksunglasses,
the veteran leaderwas also accompa-
nied inthetrainbyJ&KministerSatish
Sharma and chief minister Omar
Abdullah’s adviser, Nasir AslamWani,
aswell as National Conference chief
spokespersonTanvirSadiq.

At Katra FarooqAbdullahwas re-
ceived by Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary and National
ConferenceprovincialpresidentRattan
Lal Gupta. “Mata ne bulaya hai (Mata
Vaishno Devi has called me),” said
AbdullahwhileleavingKatrastationto
go to the shrine.Heandhis grandchil-
drenwillbeattheshrineduringthearti
rituals in theevening,andwill stay the
night in the area, NCprovincial presi-
dentRattanLalGuptasaid,addingthat
they would go to Jammu on
Wednesday.

NCchiefFarooqAbdullahonboardtheVandeBharattrainfrom
SrinagartoKatra,Tuesday.PTI

Farooq takes Srinagar-Katra journey:
‘Waited many years for this dream’
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ADAYafteritcaughtfireoffthecoastof
Kerala, a Singapore-flagged container
shipwith hazardous and flammable
cargoisstillonfireandhasbeguntotilt,
the Coast Guard said. It also said that
morecontainershavefallenofftheship
onTuesday.TheIndianNationalCentre
forOceanInformationServices(INCOIS)
hasalertedthatsomeofthecontainers
wouldwashupalongtheKeralacoast.
TheCoastGuardsaidthefireandex-

plosionsontheshiparenowmainly in
themiddle part of the ship. “The for-
ward-bay fire is now under control,
though thick smoke remains. Vessel is
listing approximately 10 to15degrees
toport(leftside).Morecontainershave
fallenoff theship,” itsaid.

CoastGuardshipsSamudraPrahari
andSachet are conducting firefighting
operationsandboundarycooling.Anot-
her ship, Samarth, is being deployed
fromKochi, the CoastGuard said. The
defencespokespersoninKochi,Comm-
anderAtulPillai,said,“Ofthe22crewin
the ship, 18 rescuedwere brought to
Mangaluruportandhandedovertothe
shippingagentforhospitalcare.”

On fire off Kerala
coast, cargo ship
starts tilting;
containers drifting
towards shore

JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
RAIPUR,JUNE10

PUTTINGANendtoNaxalismwouldbe
themost fitting tribute to Additional
Superintendent of Police Akash Rao
Giripunje(42),whowaskilledinanim-
provisedexplosivedevice(IED)blast in
Chhattisgarh’sSukmadistrict,hisfamily
saidTuesdayafterhisbodywasbrought
backhometoRaipur.Giripunjediedon
Mondaymorningafterheaccidentally
steppedonapressure IED, plantedby
Maoists,whenheandhisteamwentto
checkonaJCBmachinethatwasseton
fireatDondravillage.

Atawreath-layingceremonyorgan-
isedinRaipuronTuesday,ChiefMinister
Vishnu Deo Sai declared that
“Giripunje’ssacrificewillnotgoinvain”.
AssemblySpeakerRamanSingh,Home
Minister Vijay Sharma, Deputy Chief
MinisterArunSao,andotherministers
andseniorpoliceofficerswerealsopres-
ent. A B.Com graduate, Giripunje
workedas abankofficial for four-and-
a-half years before joining the
ChhattisgarhPolicein2013.

Hebecamewell-known in thepo-
lice force throughhis singing at police
events. He alsowrote poems. Hewas
fromaneconomicallybackwardfamily

that hadmigrated fromneighbouring
Maharashtra toa settlement inRaipur,
wherehisgrandfatherranagarageata
rentedpremises.Hisfather,GovindRao,
stillrunsthesamegarage.

Giripunjewas one of five siblings.
The youngest sibling, 26-year-old
Adarsh, anMBBS graduate, said, “My
brotherwas the strongest pillar of our
family.Wehavethreesisters,andallare
well-educated.Hebuiltanewhousefor
ourfamilyandboughtlandonloan.He
tookcareofallmyeducationexpenses.
Hewas a father figure and a guiding
spirit.Icouldnotimagineinmywildest
dreams that thiswould happen to us.
Now,Ihavetohandletheresponsibilities
of thehouseandIneedtobestrong.”

Family remembers police
officer killed in Sukma IED
blast as ‘strongest pillar’

Afamilymemberbreaksdownat
the last ritesofASPAkashRao
Giripunje, inRaipurTuesday.ANI



ARUNJANARDHANAN
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AHINDUoutfit'splanforareligiousfes-
tivalinMaduraionJune22isatthecen-
tre of a political and legal standoff in
TamilNadu,with BJP accusingDMK-
led state government of “deliberately
trying to obstruct the event” after it
soughttoscaledownthe11-dayevent
becauseofconcernsaboutcrowdman-
agement.

“Thevenueisprivateandsecluded,
and restrictions on speakers and cro-
wdsareunnecessary.Theeventwillbe
successful,”BJPstatechiefNainarNage-
ndransaidonJune7,addingthatahead
of polls, the “DMK fears themomen-
tumthattheeventwillgain”.

Nagendran said the
“Muruga Bakthargalin
AanmeegaMaanadu” (spiri-
tual conference ofMurugan
devotees) beingorganisedby
the right-wingHindu group
HinduMunnanimightattract
large crowds as Andhra
Pradesh Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan,apopularactor,maybe
invited. “Hismassive fanbase
in thesoutherndistricts, cou-
pledwith thespiritualnature
of theevent, is likelytoattract
thousands of people beyond
initialestimates,”hesaid.

The event is planned on
theoutskirtsofMadurai,with
the itinerary including daily
pujas, distribution of
prasadam,publicrecitationsof
theKandaShashti Kavacham
andThiruppugazh,apartfrom

cultural performances. In addition to
Kalyan,BJP leadersarealsoreportedly
mulling over inviting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and UPCMYogi
Adityanath,withtoppartysourcessay-
ing Shahhadalready given an “infor-
malapproval”toexplorehisavailability
fortheevent.

According to the state secretaryof
theHinduMunnani, SMuthukumar,
police permissionwas sought to use
microphonesandamplifiers,butitwas
rejected over concerns about crowd
management.Healsoallegedthatapo-
lice teamvisited the site, where the
miniatures were being made, and
warnedvolunteersandartisanstostop
theirwork.

ThisisnotthefirsttimeBJPhastried

tocentre itsTamilNaduoutreachover
LordMurugan. In2020, thenstateBJP
chiefLLuruganattemptedtobeginthe
VelYatra—modelledontheparty’srath
yatras in north India— fromChennai
despitethestategovernmentdenying
permissiontoit.

A senior police officer told The
Indian Express that red flags about
crowdmanagement emerged after
theHinduMunnani,initsfirstrequest,
told thepolice that five lakhdevotees
were expected and then brought
down the number to two lakh and
later to 50,000 after follow-up ques-
tions regarding logistics and crowd
managementwereasked.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURALWORKS CIRCLE BOLANGIR
e Procurement Notice

O-264

1. Name of the work :- Construction of road in the district of Bolangir under the
Scheme MMSY-Connecting Missing Road Links
(CMRL)/TRIP for the year 2024-25

2. No. of work :- 3(Three) works.
3. Time for completion varies from :- 9 (Nine) to 12 (Twelve) Calendar months
4. Approximate estimated cost varies from :- Rs. 201.34 lakhs to Rs. 705.80 lakhs
5. Mode of Submission of tender :- Tender should be submitted online in

www.tendersodisha.gov.in

6. Other details are as follow :-

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

Last Date and
Time of seeking

Tender
Clarification

Date & Time of Opening of
Tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

Chief Construction Engineer,
R.W.Circle, Bolangir

BLGR-
Online-

01/2025-26

17.06.2025
at

11.00 A.M.

01.07.2025
upto

5.00 P.M.

30.06.2025
upto

5.00 P.M.

02.07.2025
at

11.00 A.M.

The date will
be intimated
later on

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e tender website only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

R.W. Circle, BalangirOIPR-25118/11/0030/2526

NEETASHARMA
NEWDELHI,JUNE10

POLICE INMeghalaya have rub-
bished claims by Sonam
Raghuvanshi, the accused in the
murder of her husband Raja
Raghuvanshi, that she was
druggedandhasnocluehowshe
endedupinGhazipur.

SuperintendentofPolice,East
KhasiHills, VivekSyiemtoldThe
Indian Express, “She knew (Raj
Khushwah, her co-accused and
suspectedpartner)isbeinginves-
tigatedandwouldbearrested,so
she cameupwith the story that
shewaskidnappedanddrugged.
She has admitted to thewhole
scheme.Herroleinthemurderis
quiteclear.”

Sonam is being taken to
Shillong on Tuesday night and
will be produced in court on
Wednesday.

On Tuesday morning, the
UttarPradeshPolicehadsaidthat
Sonam,whowasfoundataroad-
sideeateryinthestate’sGhazipur
districtonMonday,wasclaiming
she did not know how she
reached Ghazipur as she had
beendrugged.

According to Syiem, Sonam
initially had plans to resurface a
monthlater.“Butwemanagedto
crack the case open in a short
span, so shewas forced to come
overground.Itisashamstoryshe
ismaking of being drugged and
all. It'saplangoneallwrong.”

OnclaimsbySonam’s family
thatshe isbeing framed,hesaid,
“Wewillneverdothistoaninno-
cent person. The evidence we
have is foolproof. Shewas regu-
larly in touchwith Raj and had
alsosharedallherlocationswith
thekillers.”

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL,JUNE10

SONAMRAGHUVANSHI, the24-
year-oldIndoreresidentarrested
inconnectionwiththemurderof
her husband Raja Raghuvanshi
(28), once harboureddreamsof
getting anMBAdegree, expand-
ingherfather'splywoodbusiness,
and breaking out of the regi-
mentedlifesetbyherfamily.

Today, she stands accusedof
conspiringwith Raj Kushwaha
(21),whompolicebelieveshewas
inarelationshipwith,tohirecon-
tractkillers tomurderRajawhile
theywereontheirhoneymoon.

Sonamgrewupinthenarrow
bylanes of Indore’s Kushwah
Nagar, where her father, Devi
Singh Raghuvanshi, had built a
plywoodbusiness over 25 years
after arriving fromnearbyGuna
withlimitedresources.Herfamily
saidsheisagraduateandclaimed
sheplayedaroleinexpandingher
father'sbusiness.

Growing up a girl in a small
town, her father says, the family
kept a checkonhermovements
and associations from a young
age. "We never allowed our
daughter to go out of the home
andtalktorandompeople,"Devi
Singh said. "She liveda strict life.
Herlifewasonlyworkandhome."

Her family discouraged her
frompursuingworkoutsidetheir
sphere, so she remainedwithin
the confines of theplywood fac-
toryoperations.

Thefamily'sfinancialsituation
had improved considerably over
theyears,expandingintoGujarat
underherbrotherGovind'sman-
agement.Butthisprosperitycame
with increased restrictions on
Sonam'spersonal freedom. "She

oncementionedwantingtopur-
sueanMBA,but thiswasquietly
shelvedwhenherfamilymadeit
clear that her placewaswithin
theirbusinessoperations," saida
seniorMadhyaPradeshpoliceof-
ficer. Itwasduring this time that
Sonam first encountered Raj, a
manwhohadpreviouslyworked
inthebillingdepartmentofherfa-
ther's factory and lived in the
sameneighbourhood.Theirinter-
actionwasinitiallylimitedtorou-
tinebusinesstransactions,butthe
relationshipwould develop be-
yondher family's knowledge or
approval. Her familymembers
maintain they hadno inkling of
therelationship,andclaimthepo-
licearelying.

Whenthetimecameformar-
riage, the arrangement followed
traditional protocols. Thematch
withRajaRaghuvanshiwasiniti-
ated through theSamajParichay
Pustika, a communitymatrimo-
nial directory published during
RamNavamionOctober1,2024.
Therewasnoprioracquaintance
between the families; only bio-
datathatappearedcompatible.

Rajabelongedtoafamilythat
operatedRaghuvanshiTransport,

abusinessprovidingrentalbuses
toeducationalinstitutions.Asthe
youngestofthreebrothers,hewas
involvedinthefamilyenterprise,
andconsideredthematchprovi-
dentialwhen the sameproposal
resurfacedafterhisfamilyhadini-
tially declined it over a year ear-
lier,Raja'smotherUmasaid.

"Wewerenotinahurrytoget
oursonmarried.Theywantedthe
marriage to be done in four
months.Wedidnot thinkmuch
ofit.Shewasasanskaribahuwho
observedafastformyson,didnot
speak much to the family and
camedownfromthe top floor to
eat her meals. She was on her
phonemost of the time, andwe
neverintervened,"Umasaid.

Thewedding took place on
May11,butrelativeslaterrecalled
thatSonamappeared"subdued"
duringtheceremonies.

Initially, there had been no
family discussion about a post-
weddingtrip,butsheallegedlyex-
pressed adesire to travel.When
Raja initially declined, she per-
sisted,eventuallybookingtickets
herselfandconvincinghimtoac-
companyhertoMeghalaya,inves-
tigatorssaid.

Sonam’s story: From MBA dreams
to sanskari bahu to murder accused

SP rubbishes
Sonam’s claim of
being drugged

Police taketheaccused intheRajaRaghuvanshimurdercase
toShillong.ANI
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THEMINISTRYofExternalAffairs
has formally raised thematter
with the US Embassy in New
Delhi inthewakeof socialmedia
videos purportedly showing an
Indiannationalbeinghandcuffed
andpinned to the groundat the
Newark airport. The Indian
Consulate inNewYork has also
beenintouchwiththeUSauthor-
itiestoascertainthedetailsofthe
incident,aspersources.

Posted on X by Indian-
American entrepreneur Kunal
Jain, thevideosandphotographs
showed an unidentified young
manbeing restrainedbyofficers
from the Port Authority Police
Department (PAPD), the agency
responsible for lawenforcement
acrossmajor transport hubs in
NewYorkandNewJerseySunday
night. Jainhad tagged the Indian
Embassy inWashingtonDCand
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankarinhisseriesofposts.

Duringacall fromThe Indian
Express to Port Authority Police
Department at Newark
International Airport, an officer
saidthat“thePAPDdoesn'tgetin-
volvedindeportations”.

“TheMinistry has formally
raised the matter with the US
Embassy in New Delhi. Our
EmbassyinWashingtonDCand
the Indian Consulate in New
York have also been in touch
withtheUSauthoritiestoascer-
tain the details,” sources in the
Ministry said.

“Wehave so far not received
anydetails about the incident or
the circumstances underwhich
hewasrestrained,”sourcessaid.

Row over airport
videos: Delhi
formally takes
up matter with
US Embassy
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ONEINthreeadult Indians(36%)
face unintended pregnancies
while30%experienceunfulfilled
desire for having eithermore or
fewerchildren.Notably,23%faced
both, according to the United
Nations Population Fund’s
(UNFPA) 2025 State of World
Population (SOWP) Report re-
leasedTuesdaymorning.

“Vast numbers of people are
unabletocreatethefamiliesthey
want,”DrNataliaKanem,execu-
tivedirector of UNFPAsaid. “The
issue is lackof choice, not desire,
withmajor consequences for in-
dividualsandsocieties.Thatisthe
realfertilitycrisis,andtheanswer
liesinrespondingtowhatpeople
say theyneed:paid family leave,
affordable fertility care, and sup-
portivepartners,”Kanemsaid.

The report, ‘The real fertility
crisis:Thepursuitofreproductive
agency in a changingworld’ has
called for a shift frompanic over
falling fertility to addressingun-
met reproductive goals. SOWP
2025underlines thatmillions of
individuals are unable to realise
theirrealfertilitygoals.Thisisthe
real crisis, not underpopulation
or overpopulation. And, the an-
swer lies ingreater reproductive
agency – a person’s ability to
make free and informedchoices
about sex, contraception, and
startingafamily.

Thereportdrawsonacademic
research and new data from a

UNFPA–YouGovsurveyspanning
14countries, includingIndia.The
report finds that one in five per-
sons globally expect not to have
thenumber of children theyde-
sire. Keydrivers include thepro-
hibitivecostofparenthood,jobin-
security, housing, concerns over
thestateoftheworld,andthelack
ofasuitablepartner.

Key findings fromUNFPA –
YouGov Survey 2025, an online
pollwith14,000respondents,re-
vealmultiplebarrierstoreproduc-
tive autonomy in India. Financial
limitationsareoneof thebiggest
barrierstoreproductivefreedom.
Nearlyfourin10sayfinanciallim-
itations are stopping them from
havingthefamiliestheywant.Job
insecurity (21%), housing con-
straints(22%),andthelackofreli-
able childcare (18%) aremaking
parenthood feel out of reach.
Healthbarriers likepoor general
well-being(15%),infertility(13%),
areaddingtothestrain.

The report challenges global
narrativesaround‘populationex-
plosion’ versus ‘population col-
lapse’.Replacement-levelfertility,
commonly defined as 2.1 births
perwoman,istherateatwhicha
populationsizeremainsthesame
fromonegeneration to thenext.
WhileIndiamayhavereachedre-
placement-level fertility of 2.0,
manypeople,especiallywomen,
still face significant barriers to
making free and informeddeci-
sions about their reproductive
lives and significant disparities
persist across regions and states.
Thesebarrierscreatewhatthere-
portidentifiesasIndia's“highfer-

tilityandlowfertilityduality.
According to Prof TV Sekher

fromtheInternationalInstitutefor
Population Sciences (IIPS),
Mumbai,therealworryisthede-
clineinpopulationsizeinsteadof
concern over population explo-
sion. “Thepossibility of popula-
tionextinctionisgettingattention
now.Lowfertilityisinevitable,and
Indiaisnoexception.Alargenum-
ber of urban Indian couples pre-
fer onlyone child, irrespectiveof
boyor girl. Fertilitywill godown
further,”hesaid.

Dr S IruduyaRajan, chairper-
sonof the Institute ofMigration
andDevelopment, Kerala, said,
“Basedonmyunderstanding, at
least 10%of couples in India face
difficultiesinconceiving,whichis
evidentfromtherapidincreasein
fertilityclinicsacrossurbanareas.
Additionally,around10%ofnewly
marriedyoungcouplesareuncer-
tain aboutwhether tohave chil-
drennowordelayparenthood”

Inthe1970s,womenonaver-
agehadnearlyfivechildren.Now,
theyhaveclosetotwo.Thismile-
stone reflects progress in health
and education, but masks re-
gional diversity in the Total
Fertility Rate,which is the aver-
agenumberofchildrenawoman
will have inher lifetime.Andrea
M Wojnar, UNFPA India
Representative, said that thanks
to improved education and ac-
cess to reproductive healthcare,
Indiahasmadeprogress in low-
ering fertility rates. “However,
deep inequalities persist across
states, castes, and income
groups,” shesaid.

UNFPAreportsaysone
in3adult Indians face
unintendedpregnancies

Why Pawan Kalyan is at the centre
of DMK-BJP bout over Madurai fest


