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CHAIPECHARCHA:ShivSenaUBTAiroli candidateMKMadhavi takesateabreakduringhiscampaign in
Rabale,NaviMumbai,onWednesday.NarendraVaskar

Gurugram: Shiv
Sena's Haryana in-
charge Vikram
Singh has filed an
online complaint
with cyber police
that he received a
threatening call
fromapersonwho
claimed tobe from
the Lawrence
Bishnoigang.

He claims that
the caller, who
identified himself
as Rohit Godara,
demanded a share
in his business, the
police said.

A senior police
officer said that
theyareinvestigat-
ing thematter.

According to
thecomplaint filed
by Vikram Singh,
he received a
WhatsApp call
from aUKnumber
onNovember11at
around 3 pm in
which the caller
said that he was a
member of gang-
ster Lawrence
Bishnoi gang and
asked him for a
share in his busi-
ness.

"They gave one
day's time and
threatened that if I
don'tgiveasharein
my business, they
will killme,"Yadav
said in his com-
plaint.

When con-
tacted, Singh said
thatifanythingun-
toward happens to
his family or him,
the BJP govern-
ment will be re-
sponsible for it.PTI

INTHErunupto theelections, former
ministerandMaharashtrachiefofNCP
(Sharad Pawar) faction JAYANTPATIL
feels issues such as the price of soy-
abeanandcottonwouldinfluencevot-
ing inmany assembly constituencies.
Patil,whospoketoPARTHASARATHI
BISWAS, spoke about about how the
MVAmight suffer becauseofwhathe
saidwasBJP’sploytofieldalargenum-
ber of independent candidates to eat
into thevotesofMVA.Excerpts

Intherunuptotheelections,do
youseeadividebeingcreated
betweentheOBCsandMarathas?
Howwill itaffect theelections?

InMaharashtra, therewas never a
divisionbetweenthecastesbuttheBJP
isdrivingawedgebetween thecastes
for theirpoliticalgain. Inmanyplaces,
the BJP backed independent candi-
datesorfinancedrebelswhowerede-
niedpartytickets.Suchcandidatescan
harmthepotentialof ourcandidates.

Earlier,whenUttar Pradesh’s Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath came to
Maharashtra,hemadeastatementthat
if MVA comes to power, Ganeshotsav
wouldnotbeallowed in the state. Yogi
Adityanath speaks as if hehasblinkers
onhiseyeshecanonlyseeonething.He
does not understand the essence of
GaneshfestivalinMaharashtra.Thefes-
tivaltranscendsbordersandunitesevery
oneirrespectiveoftheircasteorreligion.

What isyourreactiontoCongress
leadersrebellingagainst the
party’scandidatesandstandingas
independents? Inyourhome
districtof Sangli, JayashriPatilhas
defiedtheparty lineandisbeing
helpedbyVishalPatil theco-opted
MPofCongress.Will itaffect the
performanceofMVA?

It is very unfortunate that the
Congress failedtorein in its rebelcan-
didates. The effect of such candidates
could be felt in seven to eight seats in
thestate. InSangli, thesituationisvery
strange- the sittingMP is openly can-
vassingfortherebelcandidateagainst
theofficialMVAcandidate. Thiscould
havebeenavoided.

Goingbacktothequestionof
divisionamongcastes, what is
yourgroundobservation?Are
thereplaceswheresuchadivide is
veryevident?

The BJP is playing up the castes
against eachotherand insomeplaces
thedivideisveryevident.Forexample
in Beed, the divide is there but the

castes who are being played against
each other know that the BJP just
makes use of them. At first, they used
theMarathasandnowtheyare trying
touse theOBCsbutpeoplewouldnot
fallprey to theBJP’sgames this time.

Pricesof soyabeanandcottonare
belowthegovernmentdeclared
MinimumSupportPrice (MSP).Do
youthinkthiselectioncanbecome
acottonandsoybeanelection
giventhenegativesentiments
amongthefarmersaboutthe
prices?

Soybean prices have fallen below
theirMSPandthere isnogovernment
intervention on ground to help the
farmers.Farmersinthestateknowthat
the price of their produce has fallen
due to the policies of the central gov-
ernment. During the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the onion farmers had voted
againsttheBJPanditsanti-farmerpol-
icy. InMarathwadaandVidarbha, this
time the farmerswill vote against the
party for theiranti-farmerpolicy. The
onion farmersarealsoagainst theBJP.

Thefateof thesugarcanecrushing
seasonof2024-25seemsto beuncer-
tain as the sugar commissionerate is
yet to issue licenses tomills.

Shouldthecanecrushingseason
bedelayed?

Theministerialcommitteeheaded
by the Chief minister had decided to
start the season on November 15.
Accordingly, mills have made their
preparations.However,nowthere isa
delay as some leaders are worried
about theirvoters leavingbeforeelec-
tions. This is wrong. Any delay in the
startof the seasonwouldseeharvest-
inglabourleavingthestateandwould
bedetrimental to thesugarmills.
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‘Unfortunate that Congress failed to
rein in its rebel candidates...effect
could be felt in seven to eight seats’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER13

THENAGPUR bench of the Bombay
High Court has upheld the convic-
tionof aman for rapinghismother-
in-law,notingthatitwasashameful
actandthevictimwaslikeamother
tohim.

A single bench of Justice G A
Sanap in its judgment on Tuesday
notedthevictimwasofthesameage

as the convict'smother and he had
"defiledherwomanhood".

The womanwould have never
imaginedthatherson-in-lawwould
commit such a deplorable act, and
she would carry this stigma all
throughher life, thecourt said.

"Itistobenotedthattheappellant
(convict),whoistheson-in-lawofthe
prosecutrix (victim), has committed
this shameful act on hismother-in-
law,whoistheageofhisownmother.
Theappellantdefiledthewomanhood

of theprosecutrix," itsaid.
"Theappellanttookadvantageof

hisrelationswiththeprosecutrix.The
prosecutrixwouldnothaveimagined
inthewildestofdreamsthatherson-
in-law would commit such a de-
plorableactwithher,"thecourtsaid.

The bench, while upholding the
conviction, said the evidence sub-
mittedbytheprosecutionwassuffi-
cient to prove the rape case and the
sentence imposed on the convict
wasabsolutelyproportionate to the

gravityof thecrime.
The convict had challenged the

March 2022 judgment of a sessions
courtconvictingandsentencinghim
to 14 years in jail for the rape of his
55-year-old mother-in-law in
December2018.

Thehighcourt,however,refused
toacceptthiscontentionandsaidthe
victimatthetimeoftheincidentwas
55 years old and would not invite
such a stigma on her character by
levelling falseallegations.

HC upholds man’s conviction for raping mother-in-law

SHIV SENA LEADER
CLAIMSHE
RECEIVED THREAT
CALL FROM
BISHNOI GANG
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ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, NOVEMBER 13

ANONCOLOGISTwas injured after he
was stabbedmultiple times, allegedly
byapatient's relative, at agovernment
hospital in Guindy, Chennai, on
Wednesday.

The attack at the Kalaignar
Centenary Super Speciality Hospital
(KCSSH)triggeredstrongreactionsand
protests frommedical professionals
over safety and staffing conditions in
governmenthospitals.

PolicesaidDrBalaji Jagannath,who
isinhislate40s, wasondutyinthehos-
pital's oncology departmentwhen he
was approached by the accused,

Vignesh,26,aresidentofPerungalathur.
Accordingtopolice,Vigneshenteredthe
hospitalataround10.30amtomeethis
mother, a cancer patient undergoing
treatment there.Hewasaccompanied
bythreefriends.Onceinside,thegroup
allegedly engaged in a heated dispute
with Dr Jagannath over thewoman’s
deteriorating condition,with Vignesh
accusingthedoctorofnegligence.

Accordingtothepolice,Vigneshat-
tackedthedoctorwithakitchenknife,
stabbing him in the neck and also in-
flicting injuriesonhisheadandupper
body. Onlookers quickly intervened
and escorted the doctor to the ICU.
Hospitalsourcessaidthedoctor,acar-
diac patient who underwent amajor
surgery sometime ago, is stable and

underobservation.
Hospital staff, along with by-

standers, apprehended the accused,
whoisnowinpolicecustodyalongwith
fourothersdetainedforfurtherinquiry,
authoritiessaid.

TamilNaduChiefMinisterMKStalin
calledtheattack“shocking”andassured
that “necessary treatment”would be
providedtothe injureddoctor.

Healsoordereda“detailedinquiry”
intothecircumstancessurroundingthe
incident and emphasised the govern-
ment’s duty toprotectmedical profes-
sionals.

Meanwhile, doctors’ bodies de-
manded immediate action from the
state government to address critical
staffingshortages.

Oncologist stabbed by patient’s son at Chennai
hospital; doctors’ body highlight staff shortage

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER13

THEMADHYAPradeshbypollssawthe
BJP and theCongress trade charges of
voter fraud and violence as the police
shiftedcandidates toguesthousesand
barringstatepresidentsofbothparties
fromenteringaconstituency.

In Budhni, voter turnout stood at
75.05% and77.42% inVijaypur until 5
pm, according to the Election
Commission.

Budhni is seeingacontestbetween
BJP’s Ramakant Bhargava and
Congress’sRajkumarPatel.

In Vijaypur, state Forest and Env-
ironmentMinisterRamniwasRawat,a
powerfulOBCleaderfromChambalre-
gion and a former Congress leader, is
upagainstMukeshMalhotra fromhis
formerparty.

After the Sheopur Police shifted
Rawat andMalhotra to guest houses
and allowed them to vote, Additional
SP Satyendra Singh Tomar told The
IndianExpressthiswasaprecautionary
move “because tension was visible
amongtheworkersofthetwoparties.”

In Dorda village, Magistrate
Yatendra Chhari was reportedly at-
tackedwhenhe arrived to investigate
allegationsofbogusvoting.ASPTomar
said, “There was no large-scale vio-
lence.Therewereallegationsmadeby
bothsidesandwewill investigate.We
have not yet registered an FIR in con-
nectionwithCharri’s case.”

Patel alleged that voteswere cast
without ID verification and that BJP
workers “attacked his supporters,
damagedthreevehicles,andwerede-
liberately causing disturbances in
Shahganj.”

Following the allegation, state
Congressunitchief JituPatwariandhis
BJPcounterpartVDSharmarushedto-
wards Sheopur butwere stopped by
the localpolice.

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER13

AMIDDEPLOYMENTof108companies
of CAPF, sporadic violencemarred by-
polls to six Assembly seats in West
Bengal Wednesday with Opposition
parties accusing TMC of rigging the
polls.

Until 5 pm, turnout across the six
constituenciesstoodat69.29%,accord-
ing to ElectionCommission. Thehigh-
est voter turnout of 75.20% was
recorded in Taldangra in Bankura dis-
trict,whilethelowestwasinNaihati in
North24Parganas at62.10%.

In Jagaddal, adjoining the Naihati
constituencywherepollingwasunder-
way, a TMC worker was shot dead.
While police said the TMC worker’s
murderwas not linked to the by-elec-
tions, the EC has sought a report from
thedistrict administration.

Meanwhile, several complaints
were lodged to the EC, mainly by the
Opposition parties. The EC said that it
has received80complaints.

Citing the incident in Madarihat
wherethecarofpartycandidateRahul
Lohar was allegedly vandalisedwhile

hewasvisitingapollingbooth, theBJP
alleged that their candidates and
pollingagentswerebeingharassedand
intimidated by the ruling TMCwork-
ers.

At a booth in Gosainmari area of
Sitai Assembly seat, local TMC leader
MotiurRehmanallegedlythreateneda
polling agent. The video has gone vi-
ral.“I give you30minutes to leave.Or I
will kill you,” Rehman could be heard
saying in presence of Jagdish Prasad
Basunia, Lok Sabha MP from Cooch
Behar in thepurportedvideo.

Leader of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, shared videos on X, alleging
that bike-bornemiscreantswere seen
threatening BJP workers in Sitai on
Tuesday night. “This is the illustration
of ‘Real Democracy’ under Mamata’s
Rule. TMC lumpens are visiting BJP
workers’homesinSitaiAssemblycon-
stituencyandthreateningthembefore
theby-election,”Adhikari saidonX.

“Mamata’spoliceareadoptingdes-
peratemeasures to influence the vot-
ing process...” he said. TMCminister
RathinGhosh said, “TheCentral forces
are working as BJP agents. The
Oppositionhasnoconnectionwiththe
people. That is why they failed to de-
ploypollingagents in all booths.”

Cong, BJP trade
voter fraud charge
in MP bypolls,
candidates moved
to guest houses

Sporadic violence mars
Bengal, turnout 70%; Opp
accuses TMC of rigging

Jaipur: Congress rebel NareshMeena,
whoiscontestingtheassemblybypolls
asan independent candidate, purport-
edly slapped Malpura SDM Amit
Choudhary at a polling station inDeoli
Wednesday.Theincidentwascaptured
oncameraandhassincegoneviral.

TheviralvideoshowsMeena,whois
contesting fromDeoli-Uniara, purport-
edly entering a polling booth in
Samravatavillagedespiteresistancefrom
thepolice.Whenhe comesout, hepur-

portedlyslappedtheSDM.
The purported video showspolice-

mentakingtheleaderawayfromthespot.
Later,Meenasaid,“Thepublicgotag-

itatedwhentheysawthosethreework-
ers under the SDMcast their votes but I
handledthesituation.”Tonkdistrictcol-
lector Saumya Jha said, “SDM Amit
Chowdhary is filing a report onwhat
happened.Basedonthereportandpo-
liceinvestigation,aFIRwillberegistered
against thecandidate.”

Rajasthan bypolls: Independent
candidate ‘slaps’ Malpura SDM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER13

THE DHARWAD bench of the
Karnataka High Court on
Wednesday suspended the life
imprisonment sentences
awardedto98peoplebyadistrict
and sessions court and granted
thembail inconnectionwiththe
2014 caste violence targeting
DalitsinKoppaldistrict.

OnOctober24,a trialcourt in
Koppaldistrictconvicted101peo-
ple andawarded life terms to98
under theKarnataka Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989inconnectionwiththecaste
violence against Dalits in
Marukumbi onAugust 29, 2014,
inwhichDalithouseswereseton
fire, leavingover30injured.

TheHCDharwadbench sus-
pended the sentences after ap-
pealswere filed byHanumesh
Basanagoudaand97others, and
ruled that sentenceswould be
suspendedsubjecttotheaccused
personspostingasecurityofRs1
lakheach.“Itisseenthatalltheac-
cusedwereonbailduringthetrial.
Nomaterial is placed that they
misused the discretionary bail.
Theinjuriessustainedbysomeof
the victims are all simple in na-
ture.Thephotographspertaining
totheburnthousesarealsoplaced
on record. The accusedhaveun-
dertaken to abide by any condi-
tion,”adivisionbenchsaid.

“We are of the opinion that
the findingrecordedbythe trial
court requires thoroughexami-
nation. Therefore accused have
made ground for grant of bail
and case for suspension of sen-
tence,” it said.

Karnataka HC
grants bail to 98,
suspends life
term in 2014 Dalit
atrocity case

NEWDEPTOFGOVTEFFICIENCY

ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER13

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Donald
Trump has picked ElonMusk,
the world’s richest man and a
key backer, to lead a newly cre-
ated Department of
Government Efficiency (Doge)
forhisincomingadministration.
Theacronym,incidentally,refers
toMusk’s favourite cryptocur-
rencyDogecoin.

Trump also announced that
Vivek Ramaswamy, an investor
andhisrivalintheRepublicanpri-
maries,willworkwiththeSpaceX
andTesla founder on theproject
to “dismantle” bureaucracy and
provide “external advice” to the

White House on executing
“largescalestructuralreform”.

He likened the initiative, an
ideamootedbyMuskhimself,to
the “Manhattan Project” (the
WorldWar II project led by the
US to produce the first nuclear
weapon) saying “this will send
shockwavesthroughthesystem,
and anyone involved in
Government waste, which is a
lotof people!”

WhileMuskwas the single
largestcontributorandafervent
Trumpproponent,therearefive
contradictions in this develop-
ingsymbioticrelationshipwhich
bothsideswillhavetoworkwith
—oraround.Indeed,onecanre-
inforce theother.

■ China: Trump is increas-
inglyfillinghisincomingadmin-
istration with China trade and
security hawkswhileMuskhas
a cordial working relationship
with high-ranking officials in

China where he established
Tesla as the country’s first fully
foreign-owned automaker in
2018.Chinesestatemediahasof-
ten cited Tesla as an example of
successfultradecooperationbe-
tweenBeijingandWashington.

China is Tesla’s second-
largestmarket only after theUS
and the Tesla Gigafactory in
Shanghai,whichstartedproduc-
tion in 2020, is the carmaker’s
largest production centre in the
world. Tesla sold some600,000
EVs in China last year. If the
world’s two biggest economies
were torun intoroughweather,
howMuskfirewallshisinterests
couldsetthetemplateforothers.

■Trumponomics:Muskhas
expresseddoubtsoverthebasic
tenets of Trump’s economic
plans, includinghiscall formass
deportations of undocumented
immigrants, a range of tax
tweaks, includingafreshdoseof
his2017taxcuts,andhighertar-
iffs on practically all imports.
Barely a week before the elec-
tions,inaresponsetoapseudon-

ymousXaccountthatalludedto
an “initial severe over-reaction
in the economy” and the “mar-
ket tumbling” if Trumpwere to
be elected and roll out his plan,
Musk had a three-word re-
sponse: “Soundsabout right”.

On tax cuts, Musk has ac-
knowledged at a “telephone
town hall” that cutting govern-
mentspending,giventhetaxcut
promises, could be painful. On
the other issue of illegal immi-
gration, theWashington Post re-
ported how Musk himself
“worked illegally” in the US
while building Zip2, his com-
panywhich sold for about $300
million in 1999 and bankrolled
mostof hisotherventures.

■Climate change: Trump’s
climatechangedenialandconsis-
tentridiculeofEVmanufacturing
flies in the face of Tesla’s main
business.Trumphasvociferously
supported internal combustion
enginecarmakers,battedforthe
Detroit Big Three (GM, Ford and
Chrysler) and has repeatedly
promisedtoendfederal support

forEVs.ForMusk,allof thispres-
ents a challenge. His personal
wealthistiedlargelyinTeslastock
andhisEVhardsellisfundamen-
tally rooted in the environmen-
tally-friendly pitch of battery
electriccarsthatTeslamakes.The
Detroit three are among Tesla’s
competitors.Anyparingdownof
federalsubsidycouldbeaserious
headwind for Tesla especially
whenEV sales are seeing a tem-
poraryslowdown.

■ Starlink, SpaceX:Musk’s
Starlinksatelliteinternetservice
hasprovidedaclearfrontlinead-
vantage to Ukraine since the
2022 Russian invasion, permit-
ting Kyiv to share real-time
dronefeedsbetweenbattlefield
units and keep communication
lines openwhere war has dis-
ruptedcellphoneservices.Given
Trump’s perceived rethink on
Russian president Vladimir
Putin, Starlink’s support to
Ukraine has already seen some
recalibration.

SpaceX, which operates
Starlink,hasalotofbusinessrid-

ingonUSgovernmentcontracts.
It won a $1.8-billion contract
withUSmilitaryandintelligence
agencies in2021and isnowthe
major rocket launcher forNASA
andPentagon.Clearly,Muskwill
have to straddle a diplomatic
tightropeandfaceconflict-of-in-
terest scrutiny.

■ Cutting jobs: For all the
talkofstreamlininggovernment,
Musk’s impulsive firings in his
companiesmaynotsquarewith
Trump’s employee-friendly
pitch. Indeed, during his cam-
paign, Trump championed the
causeofAmericanworkers,elic-
iting support from prominent
union leaders ostensibly cam-
paigningagainstmasslay-offsat
American companies. He has
also drummed up support
amongsteelworkergroupsand
projectedhimself as aprotector
ofAmerican jobs.

The impulsive firings by
Musk across all his companies
run counter to this. In January
thisyear,SpaceXwasaccusedby
aUSlabouragencyof illegallyfir-
ingeightemployeesforcirculat-
ing a letter callingMusk a “dis-
tractionandembarrassment”.A
regional official with the
Washington-based National
Labor Relations Board issued a
complaintclaimingSpaceXvio-
lated theworkers’ rights under
federal labour law to band to-
gether and advocate for better
working conditions. Then in
April, Musk fired practically all
ofTesla’selectric-vehiclecharg-
ing division as part of much
wider layoffs. Earlier, therewas
amassive purge at Twitter too
whenMusktookover.

ElonMuskandVivekRamaswamy.

Naidu govt goes after
Opp social media
posts: 680 notices,
147 cases, 49 arrests
SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,NOVEMBER13

THE TELUGUDesam Party-led
NDA government in Andhra
Pradesh has launched a crack-
down against social media ac-
tivists and sympathisers of the
Opposition YSR Congress Party,
claiming that they “crossed a
line”bypostingderogatorycon-
tentabout“wivesanddaughters”
of TDP leaders. Between
November6and12,thestatepo-
liceissued680notices,registered
147casesandarrested49people,
The IndianExpresshas learnt.

Most of them have been
booked under BNS sections re-
lated to promoting enmity,
defamation, public mischief,
criminalconspiracyaswellasIT
Actsectionsrelatedtomorphing
images and posting derogatory
content.

Sourcessaythepoliceinvari-
ousdistrictsmined socialmedia
postsbyYSRCPactivistsandsym-
pathisers that allegedly targeted
influential women — Home
MinisterVAnitha, TDPMLAand
actorNBalakrishna’swifeVasun-
dhara, ChiefMinisterNChandr-
ababuNaidu’swife, Deputy CM
andJanaSenaPartychiefKPawan
Kalyan daughters, Andhra
Pradesh Congress Committee
president Y S Sharmila, and her
motherYSVijayamma.

ProminentYSRCPsocialme-
dia activists who have been
booked include Varra Ravinder
Reddy, Inturi RaviKiran,Kallam
Harikrishna Reddy, Peddireddy
Sudha Rani, andMeka Venkat

RamiReddy.“RavinderReddyis
Kadapa district YSRCP co-con-
venor and handles their social
media. He has been spreading
defamatory content online and
causing unrest among commu-
nities,” said Kurnool RangeDIG
Koya Praveen on the arrest. “He
morphedimagesofpoliticallead-
ers,andhasbeenpostingcontent
thatincitesunrestamongvarious
communities. His actions pro-
mote division anddisturb social
harmony.Hemanagesdozensof
YouTube channelswhich target
womenleaderswithvulgarcon-
tentagainstthem.”

TDP spokesperson Anam
VenkataRamanaReddytoldThe
Indian Express, “Posting jokes or
caricatures of oppositionpoliti-
cal leaders is fine but targeting
thewomenof their familiesand
posting vulgar and sexually ex-
plicitcontentiscrossingtheline.
When the TDP came to power
fivemonthsago,theseniorlead-
ership had decided not to do
vendetta politics and had ig-
nored these social media ac-
tivists and their derogatory
posts.However, insteadof learn-
ing a lesson, they have become
belligerent.”

YSRCP chief and former CM
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy con-
demnedthearrestsandsaidthe
TDP-led coalition government
was indulging in vendetta poli-
tics. “The government is target-
ing social media activists with
harassment, illegal detentions
and threats... This misuse of
powershowsafocusonpolitical
vendetta rather thanupholding
democraticvalues,”hesaid.

Donald Trump picksMusk: Five key
areaswhere their bondwill be tested


