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ManishKumarPathak
Mumbai,August3

TWOWeeKSafterarmedmen
stole gold ornaments from a
jewellery shop in dahanu, po-
lice Monday arrested the al-
legedmastermind.

The accused, Yashwant
Chaudhary, had allegedly
planned the robbery to clear a
Rs20-lakhdebt,policesaid.

Chaudhary, a dahanu resi-
dent,waspreviouslybookedin
2009forallegedlystealingcash
fromanATMwhileworkingas
its security guard and was ac-
quitted in thatcase in2016.

The incident took place on
July 20 at Laxmi Jewellers on
iraniRoadwhenthreeaccused
allegedly barged into the shop
andthreatenedtheshopowner
and employees at gunpoint.
Oneofthemfiredashotfroma
country-made 12-bore pistol.
Noonewasinjuredinthefiring.

The accused collected gold
ornaments, packed them into
two bags and fled on a motor-
cycle from the jewellery shop,
saidapoliceofficer.

About 100 metres from the
shop, their bike collided with
another motorcycle carrying a
couple. during the collision,
one of the bags containing the
stolen jewellery fell onto the
road. While residents and
passers-byrecordedvideosand
photographs of the incident,
none immediately alerted the
police control room, officials
said. Police reached the spot
afterreceivinginformationand
recovered the bag containing
the jewellery.

The police examined the
CCTV footage from the jewel-
lery shop, videos and photo-
graphs recordedby thepublic,
and CCTV cameras along the
escape route to identify theac-
cused. The police have re-
coveredsomeofthestolengold
fromChaudhary.

he was produced before a
court here which remanded
himinpolicecustody.

Theremainingtwoaccused
have also been identified and
police are trying their best to
nabthem,saidaseniorofficer.

expressnewsservice
Mumbai,August3

ALONGWiTh thedharavi Redevelop-
mentProject, theAdaniNavbharatde-
velopersPrivateLimited(ANdPL)isalso
taking up the project to rejuvenate the
Mithi River and construct a 3.3-kilo-
metre riverside waterfront promenade
fromtheMatungaculvert.

According to officials, a 15-metre
wide ‘Green Spine’ for pedestrians and
cyclistswill connect theriverfrontwith
theCentralPark indharavi.

There will be cafes, viewing decks
andculturalspacesalongtheriverfront,
officialssaidand added,“Theriverfront
willbelinedwithnativetreesandpollu-
tion-absorbing vegetation. Permeable
paving and bioswales have also been
planned to improve stormwater man-
agement, increase groundwater re-
charge and support the long-term
healthof theriverecosystem.”

The announcement comes on the
heels of the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation(BMC)grantingpermission
tocut1,693treesindharavifortherede-
velopmentproject.Aroundhalfofthem
willbetransplanted.Sourcessaidatotal
of8,000treeswillbe felled fordRP.

Officials from ANdPL said that
40,000treeswouldbe rejuvenatedand
plantedindharavi infivephases.Com-
pensatoryplantationwillbecarriedout

in Palghar, with 30,000 trees already
plantedatChahade.Theaimis toplant
75,000treesthismonsoon,saidofficials.

“environmentalconsultancyTerra-
conhasbeenappointedtocarryoutthe
plantation and maintain the trees for
fiveyears.Theagencywilloverseescien-
tificplanting,irrigation,protectionand
maintenancetoimprovesurvivalrates.
it will also submit mandatory survival
reports every six months under the af-
forestation,” saidanofficial.

As compensatory afforestation for
the 8,000 trees to be felled, nearly two
lakhtreeswillbeplanted inMMR.

Construction for the rehabilitation
homes of the dharavi Redevelopment
Project has already begun, with resi-
dents of Sector 6 being cleared out to
makespace formorebuildings.

omkarGokhale
Mumbai,August3

exPReSSiNG diSPLeASuRe
over the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s “defiant approach” of
not following past Supreme
Court verdicts related to the
declarationoflandsvestedinit
as“privateforests”,theBombay
high Court asked the state’s
higher authorities to take the
required measures and follow
theprescribedprocedure.

Thebench said itwas “very
unfortunate” that despite past
verdicts by the SupremeCourt
and high Court requiring the
government to strictly follow
procedures, including the is-
suanceofstatutorynoticetothe
landowner, the government
deemed it to be an automatic
right and was not ready to ac-
ceptthelawlaiddownbytheSC.

Abenchof JusticesBharati
h dangre and Manjusha A
deshpande,inaJuly23verdict

onabatchofpleasbythe land-
ownersobservingitwas“really
unfortunate” that the statedid
notfollow“clearrulings”bySC.

The SC verdicts had held
that for a declaration that the
landvested inthestategovern-
ment as “private forest”, it was
requiredtofollowprocedure,in-
cludingissuanceofthenoticeto
landowner, and the objections
shallbeconsideredbytheCom-
mitteeformedunder the law.

Thecourtstatedthatnotifi-
cationdeclaringlandasa“pri-
vateforest” isrequiredtobeis-

sued only after following the
procedure, failing which the
“deemingeffectcontemplated
under Section 3 of the Private
Forest Act, 1975, resulting in
thevestingof ‘privateforest’ in
the State Government, shall
nothappen”.

The hC observed, “The at-
tempt on the part of the State,
whichassumesthatonAugust
30, 1975,whichever landwas a
‘Forest’automaticallybecomes
‘PrivateForest’andvestsinthe
StateGovernmentisamiscon-
ception.”

itraiseda“seriousconcern”
that due to the “defiant ap-
proach” of the state, the vol-
umeofpleas in thehChad in-
creased and, despite this,
the government “was not
readytostillacceptthelawlaid
down by the highest court of
this country”.

The bench then asked the
stategovernmenttofollowthe
mandate laid down by the
SupremeCourt. “Wemustalso
express that thoughwedonot
takepleasureinsummoningthe
Officers of the State Govern-
mentbeforeusandoncethelaw
has been laid down,we expect
the same tobe followedbyone
andall, asnoone isabove law...
if it is not complied with, the
Courtsarenotpowerlesstotake
cognisance of its breach,” the
hCobserved.

The hC said the state’s
higher authorities should take
a cognisance of the order and
constitute a Committee to
scrutinisecaseswhichinvolved
“private forest”.

it said the state “should be
conscious” of the fact that “if a
flawliesatitsend”,therecanbe
no declaration about any land
tobe ‘PrivateForest’.

expressnewsservice
Mumbai,August3

AMidTheongoingcontroversy
over the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)'s
plantoacquireanewfleetofve-
hiclesforthedeputymayorsand
various civic committee chair-
persons,membersfromtheMa-
harashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS)sentvariousmodelsoftoy
innova cars to the BMC head-
quartersonMondayasamarkof
protest. Themove comes after
Opposition leaders frompoliti-
calpartiescriticisedthemove.

At present, the leaders are
usingScorpiovehiclesacquired
in January this year. Themove
for upgradingof the fleet is ex-
pectedtocostBMCanadditional
monthlycostofRs20lakh.

Lastmonth,thecivicadmin-
istrationfloatedaproposaltoac-
quiresixnewinnovavehiclesfor
deputy mayor - Sanjay Ghadi,
Leader ofOpposition (LoP)Ki-
shori Pednekar and chairper-
sons of several statutory com-
mittees like the civic law
committeeandeducationcom-
mittees. Themove follows the
civicadministration'sallotment
of a high-end innova car for
Mumbai’sMayorRituTawde.

Civic officials, however,
maintainedthattheproposalis
set tobe formallycalledoff.

“Ourpartyleadershavesent
toycars to thecivicadministra-
tion. Since beginningwehave
opposedthisproposalofthisar-
bitraryexpenseofacquiringnew
vehiclesfortheciviccorporators
and committee chairpersons
whenalreadynewvehicleshave
beentakenfortheirusageearlier
this year,” Yeshwant Killedar,
leader ofMNS in theBMC, told
Theindianexpress.

According to civic sources,
the toycarswere stoppedat the
entrygate.Leaderof thehouse
(Loh)andBJPcorporatorGane-
shKhankarsaidthathehaswrit-
tenaformallettertothecivicad-
ministrationaskingthemtoret-
ain theoriginal scorpiovehicles
thatwereallocatedtothem.

“Being a Loh, i never de-
mandedanyupgradationofve-
hicles for corporators. Some
committee chairpersons and
theLoPhadmadedemandsfor
newvehicles, towhich i stated
the administration to carry out
afeasibilitystudyandthenallot
avehicle.Nowihaveasked the
authoritiestowithdrawtheear-
lier proposal and retain the
existingvehicles,”Khankarsaid.

Therewillbecafes,viewingdecksandculturalspacesalongtheriverfront,officialssaid.

Mumbai:An accused in the Baba Sid-
diquemurdercasewaspermittedbythe
special court on Monday to attend the
post-funeral ceremonyofhis 103-year-
oldgreatgrandmotherforaday.Chetan
Paradhi sought temporary bail stating
thathisgreatgrandmotherpassedaway

on July 28 and he wants to attend the
post-funeral ceremony with his family
between August 8 and August 16. The
court stated that, on humanitarian
grounds it couldpermit the accused to
attendtheceremonyinAmbernath for
onedaywithpoliceescort.ENS

Private forest declarations

‘Defiantapproachofignoring
SCrulings’:HCpullsupstate

TheSupremeCourt hadheld that for adeclaration that the
landvested in the stategovernmentas ‘private forest’, itwas
required to followprocedure. file

AfterDharavi,Adani
firmtodevelop3.3-km
Mithi riverwaterfront

Siddiquemurder case accusedallowed
toattendgreat grandmother’s funeral

Higher authorities
asked to take
requiredmeasures

AmidInnovarow,
MNSsendstoycars
toBMCheadquarters

Dahanujewellery
shoprobbery
‘mastermind’
arrested

Theriverfrontwillbe linedwithnative
treesandpollution-absorbingvegetation.



ajay Jadhav
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alaPtoPandchairof thethe
Pune municipal Commis-
sioner was set to be attached
onmonday,followinganorder
issued by Pune's Small Cause
Courtoverthecivicbody's fail-
ure topayadifference incom-
pensation to a plot owner for
theacquisitionof landinuruli

Devachi.
SecondadditionalJudgeof

theSmallCausesCourt, Pune,
Nikhil Gosavi on June 29 is-
sued awarrant to attachmov-
ablepropertyof thePunecivic
chiefoverfailuretopaythedif-
ference of compensation de-
spite the court orderpassed.

"the Pune civic body has
given a bond inwriting to pay
the difference in compensa-

tion byaugust 11 to owners of
property acquired by PmC.
thus,theattachmentoflaptop
and chair of municipal chief
has been avoided," said Nihil
more, deputymunicipal com-

missioner, PmC.
according to the court,

PmC has to pay rs. 4.14
crore to the applicant as a dif-
ference in the compensation
amount.
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Sd/-
Ranjana Singh -representing

Date: 1st August 2026 Beleyur Resolutions Private Limited (IPE)
Place: Bengaluru Resolution Professional of

Positive Housings Private Limited
Address: ‘Shreevathsa’, 428, 19th B Cross,
3rd Block, Jayanagar, Bengaluru - 560011

Tele: 080 4132 4113; Phone: +91 94481 46963
Email: cirp.positivehousings@gmail.com

FORM G
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
POSITIVE HOUSINGS PRIVATE LIMITED ENGAGED

IN REAL ESTATE BUSINESS
(Under Regulation 36A(1) of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) Regulations, 2016)

RELEVANT PARTICULARS
1. Name of the corporate debtor and CIN POSITIVE HOUSINGS PRIVATE

LIMITED
(CIN: U70101TN2005PTC131430)

2. Address of the registered office New No.63, GN Chetty Road, T
Nagar, Chennai - 600017 Tamil Nadu

3. URL of website NA
4. Details of place where the majority of fixed

assets are located
Mylapore, Chennai.

5. The installed capacity of main products
(Annual Production Capacity in Metric Ton)

NA

6. Quantity and value of main products/
services sold in the last financial year

NA

7. Number of employees/ workmen NA
8. Further details including the last available

financial statements, lists of creditors, and
relevant dates for subsequent events of the
process are available at:

Can be sought by sending a request
to Resolution Professional at cirp.
positivehousings@gmail.com

9. Eligibility for resolution applicants under
section 25(2)(h) of the Code is available at:

Can be sought by sending a request
to RP at:
cirp.positivehousings@gmail.com

10. Last date for receipt of expression of
interest

18.08.2026

11. Date of issue of provisional list of
prospective resolution applicants

25.08.2026

12. Last date for submission of objections to
provisional list

31.08.2026

13. Date of issue of final list of prospective
resolution applicants

07.09.2026

14. Date of issue of information memorandum,
evaluation matrix and request for resolution
plans to prospective resolution applicants

08.09.2026

15. Last date for submission of resolution plans 08.10.2026
16. Process email id to submit EOI cirp.positivehousings@gmail.com
17. Details of the corporate debtor’s

registration status as MSME
NA

alokdeshpande
Mumbai,August3

tHe maHaraSHtra law
andJudiciaryDepartmenthas
sought a detailed financial re-
port from the Siddhivinayak
temple trust amid a political
storm triggered bymaharash-
tra Navnirman Sena chief raj
thackeray'sallegationthatdo-
nations worth rs 18 crore are
beingsiphonedofffrommum-
bai's iconic temple every year.
the trust, however, main-
tained that the department's
movewas initiated on its own
request for a comprehensive
audit submitted in may,
months before the allegations
surfaced.

"thelawandJudiciaryDe-
partment has asked the trust
administration to submit a re-
port. Based on that report, the
state government will decide
the further course of action,"
trustee rahul londhe said on
monday.

the development comes
afterrajthackeray,speakingat
the 20th anniversary pro-
gramme of the maharashtra
Navnirman Vidyarthi Sena
(mNVS) on august 1, claimed
that a letter addressed toDep-
uty Chief minister eknath
Shindealleged thatrs 18 crore
was being stolen from the

templeeveryyear.
rejectingtheallegation,the

trust said no such letter had
been written to Shinde. In-
stead, it said the trustees had
approached the law and Ju-
diciary Department in may
2026seekingacomprehensive
audit of donations received by
the temple.

trust president and min-
ister of State Sada Sarvankar
said it was the trustees them-
selveswhofirstalertedauthor-
ities after noticing discrep-
ancies indonationcollections.

"IapproachedtheantiCor-
ruption Bureau and its chief
Vishwas Nangre Patil with a
complaint,followingwhichof-
ficers were deployed at the
temple,"Sarvankarsaid.

according to thetrust, one
temple employee, rajendra
Pendurkar,wasarrested for al-

legedly stealing donation
money, followingwhich eight
more accusedwere arrested in
march. Sarvankar alleged that
all the accusedhave linkswith
Shiv Sena (uBt), a claim the
partyhasnot respondedto.

thealleged theft first came
to light on march 20 after
templeauthoritiesnoticedcash
missing fromadonationbox.

Initially, the Dadar police
registeredanFIrforthetheftof
rs10,000.Duringtheinvestiga-
tion,policesaidtheyrecovered
rs80,000.

Investigators said CCtV
footageshowedindividualsre-
peatedlyremovingcashfroma
small donation box over a
periodofaround10days.

Police arrested eight per-
sons in the case andhave filed
a chargesheet. all the accused
arecurrentlyoutonbail.

expressnewsService
Mumbai,August3

BomBayNaturalHistory
Society (BNHS) researchers re-
cordedauniqueobservationin
vulture conservation inmaha-
rashtra, when one of the re-
leased IndianVultures named
'J132'successfullyspent56con-
tinuousdays inthewild,seam-
lesslyintegratingintothenatu-
rallandscapeandcoveringover
1,618km.

thismilestonemarks a sig-
nificanttriumphforthevulture
conservationbreeding and re-
leaseprogramme.

J132hadundergonetwopre-
viousreleaseattempts.Itwasin-
itiallyreleasedaspartofthesec-
ond batch of vultures at the
Pench tiger reserve on De-
cember11,2025.

Following the first release,
thebirddemonstrated its flight
capacity by dispersing to
Nashik,coveringmorethan750
km in 20days before it was re-
captured due to its physical
conditioning. after a second
brief release in early 2026, the
thirdwasreleasedonJune7, in
Nashik, fearing whether it
would learnnecessary tricks to
liveinthewild.

Satellitetelemetrydataman-
aged by researchers of BNHS
shows that over the past eight
weeks, the vulture has main-
tained a steady average daily
flight distance, with a peak
single-day traversal of 168kilo-
metersrecordedonJune17.J132
alsosuccessfullynavigatedinto
the core vulturehabitats of the
NorthernNashikregion.

Kishorrithe,DirectorBNHS
said,"Crucially,fieldmonitoring
teams observed J132 success-
fully associatingwithmultiple
wildvulturesintheDoloholand
DeodongraareasofNashik.”.

indianvulture
succeedsin
3rdattempt,
completes56
daysinthewild
innashik

J132also successfully
navigated into thecorevulture
habitatsof theNorthernNashik
region. express

lawdeptmove after donation theft claim

Trust denies
allegations: ‘Had
requested dept
for audit in May’

PresidentofSiddhivinayakTempleTrust andMinister ofStateSada
Sarvankar addressesmediapersons. Ganeshshirsekar

Reportsoughtfrom
Siddhivinayaktrust

Court issues order to attach PMC chief’s chair, laptop
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ABVP flagspaper
leaks in3Oppstates
andBihar; backs
education reforms
expressnewsservice
NewDelhi,August3

UnDERLInInG THAT every
student has the right to a “fair,
transparent, credible and
merit-based”examinationpro-
cess, the Akhil Bharatiya Vi-
dyarthi Parishad (ABVP) on
Monday extended support to
students' movements against
allegedquestionpaperleaksin
recruitmentexaminationscon-
ducted by the Jharkhand,
Bihar, Karnataka and Punjab
public servicecommissions.
It also announced it would

submitacomprehensivesetof
recommendationstothehigh-
poweredcommittee, ledbyIn-
fosysco-foundernandannile-
kani,whichwasannouncedby
PMnarendraModi last week,
tolookintonext-generationre-
formsfor theeducationsector.
Atitstwo-dayCentralWork-

ingCommitteemeeting inKe-
rala's Ernakulam, the RSS-af-
filiated student organisation
said recurring paper leaks had
raised serious concerns over
the credibility of the country's
examinationsystem.
Significantly, three of the

exams flagged by theABVP—
conducted by the Jharkhand
Public Service Commission
(JPSC), Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC) and
Punjabrecruitmentauthorities
—areallinstatesruledbynon-
BJPpartiesoralliances.
Theorganisationalsolinked

its proposed reforms to the
high-powered committee con-
stitutedbytheCentrefollowing
alleged irregularities in the

nEET-UG2026exam.
ABVPnational general sec-

retary,VirendraSinghSolanki,
said the organisation would
place detailed institutional re-
formproposalsbeforethecom-
mittee to strengthen the
country's examination frame-
work and eliminate mal-
practices.Theorganisationalso
appealed to student bodies,
educationists and civil society
groups to join, what it de-
scribed,asanationwidemove-
ment forexamreforms.
ThiscomesdaysafterABVP

took a nuanced stand on the
CJP-led protests in Delhi over
alleged exam irregularities.
Whilecondemningtheclashes
betweenstudentsandsecurity
personnel and acknowledging
thatconcernsoverthecredibil-
ity of competitive examswere
genuine, ABVP stopped short
ofbacking theagitationbyAb-
hijeetDipke-foundedCJP.Itar-
guedthatexamreformsshould
notbepoliticisedandcalledfor
institutional measures to re-
storeconfidenceintherecruit-
mentsystem.
The CWC also resolved to

expand ABVP's nationwide
“ScreenTimetoActivityTime”
campaign, which encourages
students to reduce time spent
ondigitaldevicesanddevoteat
least30minutesadaytophysi-
cal activities, sports, outdoor
engagements and community
participation.Theorganisation
also said it would intensify its
“Campus to Campus Vande
Mataram” campaign, particu-
larlyinKerala,wherethemeet-
ingwasheld.

Ananthakrishnang
NewDelhi,August3

UnDERLInInGTHAT “live-in rela-
tionshipsaretoday,moreorless,areal-
ity”,theSupremeCourtruledMonday
thatnotonlyhusbandsbutmeninlive-
in relationsand their relatives toocan
beprosecutedunder Section498Aof
the Indian Penal Code for cruelty to
theirpartnerswheresuchrelationship
isbetweentwoconsentingadults.
Thebenchof Justice SanjayKarol

and JusticenKSingh said theprovi-
sion is applicable to “live-in relation-
ships”thatqualifyas“relationshipsin
thenature ofmarriage”with “the in-
tent tomarry being established as an
intrinsicpart thereof”.
The bench said awoman in a “re-

lationship in the nature ofmarriage”
shallbeprotectedunderSection498A,
giving theword “husband” apurpos-
ive interpretation, keeping in view
“the reformative, corrective and so-
ciallybeneficialintentoftheSection”.
“Cruelty, anywhichway,doesnot

checkat thedoor,whether thehouse
itentersisthatofamarriedwomanor
not. Once it enters, its propensity to
destroy isaggravated,” it said.
The bench also directed that the

guidelines laid down against arbi-
traryarrestsinArneshKumarvsState
ofBiharcasebe“strictlyapplied”and
no accused or his relative in such a
case“shallbearrestedwithoutprelim-
inaryenquiries”.
The judgment cameonanappeal

challenginganovember18,2025Kar-
nataka High Court order which re-
jectedapleabyamanseekingquash-
ingofthecaseinitiatedagainsthimat
the instanceof thewomanhewasal-
legedlymarried to in 2010. Although
theywere living together since then,
the appellant LokeshBHcontended
that they were not married and,
hence,Section498Awouldnotapply.

According to the FIR, thewoman
allegedthattheappellantsuppressed
information of his prior marriage
fromherandhe,alongwithhisfamily
members,harassedherfordowryand
alsocausedphysical injuries toher.
Refusing to quash the proceed-

ings, the Supreme Court said,
“Whether or not this actually hap-
pened is amatter of trial. When the
allegations are taken at face value, it
cannotbesaidthattheydonotprima
facie constitute an offence, not dis-
closingacognisableoffence.”
Theappellantarguedbeforethetop

court thatSection498Abeingapenal
provisionmustbeinterpretedstrictly,
confinedonlytoahusbandmarriedto
awomaninthetraditional sense.The
bench,however,rejectedthis.
Writing for the bench, Justice

Karolsaid,“Thepurposeofpenalising
crueltybyahusbandandhisrelatives
wastointroduceafactorofdeterrence
against the reprehensible behaviour
that was exhibited by such family
members toward amarriedwoman,
whichwasnotaddressedbytheexist-
ing laws at the time. The objective,
quite obviously, was reformative,
cloakedwithpunishment.”
“Since theprovisionwasaimedat

solvingasocietalissue,it isthislarger
objective of securing equality for
women, stepping away from the su-
periority ofmales that is an inherit-
ancefrombygonedays,thathastoin-
form the understanding in
interpretationandimplementationof
the Section. Given this purpose, im-
plementation necessarily has to be
not literal/conservative or technical
butinsteadinformedandawareofthe
objective.So,whileitistruethatpenal
statutes have to receive strict con-
struction, the light of that principle
cannot dim the objective of one part
of thestatute,” thebenchsaid.
“It has also to be understood that

forty-threeyearsago,whenthisprovi-
sion was introduced in 1983, there
were only two laws dealing specifi-
callywithdomesticcruelty.Onebeing
the general law of the IPC and the
other, the Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961. Hence, short of introducing an
entirelynewlegislation, thisoneSec-
tion, as an option, it appears, in the
hands of the legislative branchwas
duly exercised. The interpretation
given to thispenalprovisionmustbe
aninterpretationwhichkeepsinview
the reformative objective, or else its
mandatewillbedefeated,” it said.
“WhentheobjectiveoftheSection

498Awastoprovidecoveragetothose
caseswhere harassment byhusband
or in-laws through wilful conduct
causingmental or physical injury or
drivingthewomantosuicide, thento
say that suchharassmentcanonlybe
causedwhentheyaremarriedandnot
before that, in our considered view,
wouldbeacaseofoversimplification.
Whetherornotthewomaninquestion
ismarried or not, in the present day,
doesnot have aproximate link to the
objective of the Section, which is to
prevent cruelty in such a household
setting.Itmayhavebeenthecasefour
decades ago and as such the lawwas
then, trulywell intentioned, but law,
by its very nature, is organic and re-
sponds to change in society in some
casesandleadstochangeinsocietyin
othercases,” it said.
“Thepresent case is of the former

kind, where it is responding to the
change. ‘Live-in relationships’ are
today, more or less, a reality – pri-
marily in urban areas (be it forwhat-
ever reason), where an increasingly
large section of the population
resides, and the lawmustadapt itself
toserve thosewhochoose this form,”
thebenchsaid.
It also flagged themisuse of the

provisionsaying it “troublesus”.

Live-inrelationshipareality, law
oncruelty topartnerapplies:SC

‘Stophounding’:Mother
of girlwhoabusedPM
says forced to shift house
Aloksingh&Pragynesh
NewDelhi,August3

“SHEMADEablunderandhas
apologisedforit.ThePrimeMin-
isterhasalsoforgivenher.Please
stophoundingus.”
Thiswas the plea from the

motherofa15-year-oldgirlwho
becameembroiled in a contro-
versyoverallegedderogatoryre-
marks against PrimeMinister
narendraModiduringaprotest
by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)atDelhi’sJantarMantar.
“Why has the case been

transferredfromnoidatoDelhi?
What if theDelhi Police come
andharassusinthefuture?”she
asked.Lastweek, thenoidaPo-
liceregisteredaZeroFIRagainst
the girl. Itwas later transferred
totheDelhiPolice,whosaidthe
casemaynotbepursuedfurther.
Two days ago, the woman

and the daughter left their
rented home in noida as the
familywasfacing“constanthar-
assment” with police and
strangers turning up at their
door. “I’m raisingmydaughter
alone.Myhusbanddiedinanac-
cident in2019, andmyyounger
son liveswithmy in-laws.How
can we continue living there
whenpeopleandthepolicekeep
coming toourhouse?” she told
TheIndianExpress,appealingto
authoritiesandthepublictostop
houndingherfamily.
InavideoonAugust1,thegirl

apologised and said it was her
“first and lastmistake”, adding
thatshehadbeeninfluencedby
groupsat theprotest. “... Iamso
ashamed of saying those
things...Iapologisetothewhole
nation for it...,” shewas heard
saying in the video. TheDelhi
Policesaidtheyhaveneitherreg-
istered a regular FIR nor con-
vertedtheZeroFIRintoone.
Accordingtoanofficer,“Since

itisaZeroFIR,itmaynotbecon-
vertedintoaregularFIR.Thegirl
has also apologised.However,
legalopinionisbeingsought.”
The woman stressed her

daughterwasborn in2011. The
ZeroFIRmentionedheryearof
birth as 1994. “I gotmarried in
2010. Shewasborn in2011, and
mysonwasborn in2014.She is
just a child. Please forgive her
and let us live like everyone
else,”themotherpleaded.
“neighbours tellmepeople

are still coming toourhouse in
blackvehicles.TheUPPoliceare
also still visitingourhouse.My
daughter and I have shifted to
another location.Shestudies in
Class10,andIusedtoteachstu-
dents.Idon’tknowwhatourfu-
tureholdsnow,”shesaid.
OnMonday,TheIndianEx-

pressvisited thenoida society
where the family lives.Aguard
said,“Thehouseislocked...after
the matter came out in the
media, the woman and her
daughterleft.”

expressnewsservice
NewDelhi,August3

In A key development that
could bring relief to students
bookedforparticipatinginpro-
testsagainstpaperleaksinDelhi
and other states, a three-judge
benchoftheSupremeCourtled
byChief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Monday said the re-
spectivestategovernmentscan
close or withdraw such cases.
This relief, however,wouldnot
extendtothosenamedin“grave
andheinous” criminal cases in
thepast, thebenchunderlined.
The bench — comprising

CJIandJusticesJoymalyaBag-
chiandVMohana—ishearing
a batch of pleas alleging police
excessesduringtheJuly20San-
sadChalomarchtoParliament.
Themarch,spearheadedbythe
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP),
leftmanyprotesters andsecur-
itypersonnel injuredasclashes
ensued. The court is alsohear-
ing petitions by families of in-
jured police personnel and
somejournalistswhowerealleg-
edlyattacked.
Monday’s clarification

comesafterathree-judgebench
ledby theCJI ruledonJuly 28,
“Delhiandotherstatesmaypro-
ceedwith the investigation of
theFIRsregistered;however,no
coercivemeasuresshallbetaken
against theprotestingstudents.
Such protection, nonetheless,
shallnotbeextendedtotheper-
sonswithcriminalantecedents.”
The court’s latest remarks

wereinresponsetotheconcerns
raisedby somepetitioners that
theJuly28ordermayblockthe
withdrawalofcasesagainstpro-
testerswhodonothaveacrimi-

nal record. “With reference to
the order dated July 28, it is
pointedoutthatclauses4and5
of Para 8 to some extent, are
beingmisunderstood...itisclari-
fied that nCT of Delhi or any
other state shall be at liberty to

close/withdraw the criminal
cases in accordance with
law...Similarly in Para 8Clause
5, it is clarified that the term
criminal antecedents in the
order is clarified tomeangrave
and heinous offences…”, the

benchsaidonMonday.
Appearing for the Centre

andDelhigovernment,Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
“that’showwehavealsounder-
stood” theJuly28order.Mehta
toldthebenchthatthe“seman-
tics” ofwithdrawing cases can
beworked out if the leaders of
the protestors can be in touch
withthegovernment.
TheCJP,which led thepro-

tests at Jantar Mantar, had
reachedanunderstandingwith
theCentrethatnoactionwould
be takenagainst theprotesters
in Delhi and elsewhere—one
of the key demands for the
withdrawal of the protest.
Gradually, governments in
Delhi,Bihar,Assam,Maharash-
tra, and Tamil nadu said they
wouldwithdrawsuchcases.
Following the July 28 SC

order,CJPspokespersonSaurav
Dashadalsosaid thecourt’sdi-
rections contradicted the gov-
ernment’s assurance that no
protesterwouldbedirectlyorin-
directly targeted for participat-
inginthepeacefulmovement.
OnMonday,Mehta told the

courtthattheywouldtakemore
timetorespondtotheconcerns
of the petitioners.He also said
thatpolicehadfoundthat2,738
people, who have cases of
murder, rape and child abuse
againstthem,visitedtheprotest
siteatDelhi’sJantarMantar.
SeniorAdvocatenHariha-

ran, appearing for a petitioner,
said that such identification
could have been possible only
usingfacerecognitiontoolsand
thatitraisesquestionsofprivacy
andpersonal liberty.
The SC will now hear the

matteronAugust18.

Closecasesagainstprotestersexcept those
bookedearlier forheinous,gravecrimes:SC

JantarMantarsuitableasprotest
venue?SCsendsnoticetoCentre
NewDelhi: Is JantarMantar a
suitableprotestvenue?Athree-
judge bench of the Supreme
Court—presidedbyChief Jus-
tice of India SuryaKant— on
Monday agreed to examine a
pleathaturgedthatJantarMan-
tar should not be allowed for
protests as commuters face
hassles innavigatingthearea.
Thebenchissuedanoticeto

the Centre on the PIL, which
soughtanalternatesite forpro-
tests other than JantarMantar
andaskedSolicitorGeneralTu-
sharMehtatoseekinstructions
from the government on the
prayers. “It has been stated in

the plea that JantarMantar is
not a proper site anymore for
suchprotestsduetoingressand
egressissues,supplyofmedical
essentials,etc.Ithinkthisisim-
portant,” theCJIsaid.
The counsel appearing for

the petitioner, Satish Chand
Kaushik, referred to a protest
called by AAP chief Arvind
KejriwalagainstE20policyand
marchtothePM’sresidenceon
Tuesday.
The petitioner urged the

court to avoid a repeat ofwhat
happened on July 20 during
theSansadChalomarchorgan-
isedbytheCJP. ENS

At thesiteof theprotest in JantarMantar. file
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seekingfreetibet: Tibetan refugeesprotest againstChina’s ‘LawonPromotingEthnicUnity andProgress’ inMumbai
onMonday. Ganeshshirsekar


