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Indian TT team

‘New scoring system

‘Neutral venue best decision’

achieves best
. . .

everranking il benefit Indians’
New Delhi: The Indian
men’s table tennis team Hindol.Basu@timesgroup.com ITF BOSS Haggerty
on Tuesday achieved 1ts
Dbest ever ranking by mov- New Delhl: Indian boxers Change for gmd TermS NEW FOrmat
RS T rankings. o penamemt A Success, Looks
thelatest rankings. ‘controver-

The Indian team com- © slal judging at marquee inter- ~ bowsand V’m‘:&' ! I
prising World No. 30 G national tournaments, espe- e
SathiyanandWorldNo.36 | clally In the last four yews  Povedestr ackand To Iron Out Flaws
Sharath Kamal, is tied when points. declared on- Prajwal.
with ninth placed Austria Iy attheend of about. Thescor- ‘monitor the marks givenbythe
on 280 points but is : ingand judging system m - Bengaluru: Internattonal Tenmis
ranked ahead of them. ternational  bOXIng > Offcials will overses h reartions Federation President David Haggerty,

G Sathlyan, who reac-
hed the pre-guarters of
the World Cup last week
was the highest ranked
India at world no 30. Ka-
mal jumped two spots to
be placed at 36th while
Harmeet Desal, who won
theIndonesia Opencham-
plonship, leapfrogged 19
places to break into the
top-100 and occupy the
85th Spot. em

Jr hockey team
to play Kiwis

Canberra: The Indian ju-
nior women's hockey team

launch of the rejigged Da-

h-Gebated Indo-Pak tie

before the 2016 Rio ofjudges during each bout real time. who was in Bengalurualittleafter the
Olympics. fn > Ascreen,
of ni- vis Cup module staged In Madrid re-
cently, was delighted with the changes
Tageof neariyled . to tennis’ celebrated team competl-
to the sport! of tion. In an exclusive chat with TOI,
‘the 2020 Tokyo Olympies. intemational toumaments f their Haggerty, who attended the Asian
From 2016 onwards, the  performance was unsaistactory. Tennis Federation board meeting
‘scoring was done with the tra- here, spoke about the scheduling be-
ditional 10point  system, judgesforthe sides the
where each round was scored  selected from the ‘TOC Boxing
by five judges and a computer ~ Task Force’ that will comprise
of mdividuals who are certl- | which wasplayed in the neutral venue
fled by the AIBA (Internation- of Nur-Sultan In Kazakhstan last
selectedthreeof theirscoresto  al Boxing Assoclation). The weekend.

count. Thecustomof counting
punches was also stopped,
which led to alot of protests as
4 technically superlor boxer
was often at the receiving end
«of the pointssystem.

10C has promised to ensure
the integrity of the sport is
‘maintained at the highest lev-
el Indian boxers have wel-
comed this move. Amit Pang-
hal, one of India’s biggest

OnDavis Cup 2019...
Itwasaverysuccessful event. With
this, we have a strong foundation to
‘build on, each year we have to make it
better. Wehad said that we wanted the

David Haggerty

hastochange. It wasa matter of decid-
ing when that would be. The players
didn’t like having to play four weeks a
Year, 80 we knew scheduling would be
important. We know that when we
have abigevent, the fans like to follow,
the players like to play and the nations
want to be there. In Madrid this year,
we had 16 team locker rooms. We had a
few things the players had never expe-
rienced before, each team had their ta-
Dbles n a secluded space of the dining
area. We had a medical-physio set-up
that no other tennis event has. The
playersreally enjoyed the experience.

When we made this decision to
change, we knew we had to be bold. It
o0k courage. We wanted be able to
give thenations, who are the only peo-

crowded and weneed to work with the
other stakeholders to make that deci-
ston,

On changingformat...

‘We see this asa ‘World Cup of Ten-
nis’and itshould rotate. Theidea isfor
the tournament to stay tn Madrid for
twoyears, this year and thenext. After
that, weare already talking to other ci-
tles where we can take it. We'll still
have the preliminary rounds home
and away which is important, butital-
s0 has tomove around, to bringtennis
to different areas that don’t get to see
thislevelof tennis.

On Iindo-Pak neutral venue...
It was a challenging situation be-

plethat generationof
p]zyers, the tours don’t nvest maney.

That happened. We wanted to in-
crease our sponsorship; we went from
four sponsors toover 12, which was ve-
Ty good commercially for the nations.
The last thing was the fans. We had 18
teams playing at different times, the
atmosphere was great. We had sellout
crowds for the quarterfinals, semifl-
nals and final. We'll also be looking
closely at some things, like schedul-
ing. We had longdays. Overall, we felt
very good about the first year, know-

usto
Eive the natlons something remarka-
ble that then goes into the develop-
mentof tennis.

Onthe timing of the event,...

For the next year, we anticipate be-
ing in the same time, which is fine.
We've had conversations, Rafa (Na-
dal) and Novak (Djokovic) have made
somecomments, where they havesald
that it mightbe better to play it earlier
in the year, maybe in September. It

tshouldr
tics. At the Winter Olympics, it was re-
markable to see North and South Korea
rise above all 1ssues. I would've liked to
see that happen with India and Pakis-
tan. But with all the security measures

all
of what was going on, the Davls Cup
committeetook alot of time.

‘We delayed it because we wanted to
see if perhaps things calm down. So it
was unfortunate that it had to be played
onaneutral ground, it was the best decl-
sion at the time. If it had been any other
nation playing Pakistan, it probably

will look to begin its cam- ;| ATeWscormngsystemhasbeen hopestowinamedalinboxing :  topplayerstocome, theydid. Wewant-  Ingthat wecan make itbetter. comes down to us being able to sit  would've been a different decision. We
paign on a positive note set in place for Tokyo 2020, atthe Olympics, is bullish that ed to increase the reach and themedia down with the ATP, with the players, —never want to put anyone In danger, it
against New Zealand in its ‘where scores of judges willbe  the new system will increase coverage from just two nations play-  On thy isil h: all the stake holders because the ITF  was a thoughtful decision and we look
opening match of the ‘updated in real time. This will  transparency inthesport. ing each other to the world W anumberof doesn't want to just make forward to Pakistan at
Three Nation tournament : allow fficials to see the reac- “The new judging system, : Kindof 1ikethe ‘World Cupof Tennis’.  years, everyone sald the Davis Cup  adecision. Thy 1S very busy,
hereon Wednesday Besides : tlons of judges during each  where the scoring will be up-
India and New Zealand, the ‘bout. Judges have also been  dated in real time on a screen, .
tournament will also fea- : warned that they could be e fsdefinitely going to help box- ngmmmn : EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [
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